
INDEPENDENT PREPARATORY SCHOOL 

GIRLS AND BOYS 3  –  13  YEARS



600 years of education on a World Heritage Site

C O M M I T T E D  TO  E XC E L L E N C E



In an enviable position on a World Heritage Site, adjacent 

to the Cathedral, surrounded by woodlands and riverbanks, 

the School is in the city whilst still enjoying the countryside. 

The buildings are listed and their rich character captivates 

and inspires the imagination. The School yard (playground), 

Sports Hall, and fields, enjoy dreamy views of the Cathedral 

and its towers. Pupils at The Chorister School are part of this 

rich heritage, part of something greater than themselves, a 

School, a Cathedral, and a City. 

H I S T O R Y

The School traces its origins to 1416, but goes back  

even earlier.

It first opened to educate the boys who sang in the Cathedral 

Choir (Choristers). Today The Chorister School remains an 

integral part of the Cathedral foundation, educating girls and 

boys aged 3 to 13, offering day and boarding (full, weekly, and 

flexi) places. 

E X C L U S I V E L Y  I N C L U S I V E

Our provision is such that each child is known to all staff 

and pupils. This close caring environment enables children 

to develop their own personality and character within a 

safe community. Class sizes remain small and in addition 

to teaching all national Curriculum subjects, we are able 

to ensure that pupils learn the traditional values that they 

need to survive in society: kindness, manners, friendship, 

generosity, patience, loyalty, trust, and confidence. 

C U LT U R E

As part of Durham’s World Heritage Site we enjoy a rich 

vein of culture. The strong tradition of choral singing sits 

alongside outstanding achievement in sport and drama.  

Many pupils take individual music lessons on an instrument 

of their choice, opening opportunities for them to perform in 

orchestras and bands, both in School and further afield. 

Debating, public speaking and drama are an important part of 

the School’s cultural programme. We welcome distinguished 

speakers to deliver workshops with the pupils, and the 6th 

Form (Year 8) Programme encourages children in developing 

the art of rhetoric and cultural appreciation.

C O - C U R R I C U L A R

With extensive playing fields and a Sports Hall, The Chorister 

School has a full programme of games for children of all ages. 

In addition to following the traditional team sports, children 

also receive tuition in swimming, basketball, badminton, 

rowing, tennis, athletics and dance. We seek to give pupils an 

enjoyment of fitness and sports that will ensure that they live 

a long and healthy lifestyle. 

All meals are served in the School Dining Room, when 

children are encouraged to taste new flavours and foods. 

The School offers an extensive activities programme: Ancient 

Greek, music technology and production, card and board 

games, karate, cookery, embroidery, and photography. 

A choir school education is, in every sense,  
an education of the whole personality. 



To visit The Chorister School, 

please contact the School Office  

to arrange for a tour. 

CONTACT

The Registrar, The Chorister School, 

The College, Durham, DH1 3EL. 

Telephone 0191 384 2935 

email registrar@thechoristerschool.com

As a Benedictine Foundation,  

we believe in offering the warmest of  

welcomes to you and your family. 


