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introduction

The Sixth Form at Sevenoaks is large,
cosmopolitan and exciting, comprising over
400 students from more than 30 countries
around the world. All of our Sixth Formers
pursue the International Baccalaureate
Diploma programme, which the school has
delivered for over 30 years. The Diploma
represents, in the school’s view, the best
preparation for university and the world
of work.
The IB has rapidly established itself as the
gold standard of world education. The IB is
not just an exam board, however; it embodies a
philosophy of education based on a few
basic principles:
l

students should be both literate and
numerate, scientifically adept as well as
linguistically able, and not abandon key
subjects at the age of 16;

l

education is about more than passing
exams; it involves promoting creativity
in the arts, well-being through sport,
and compassion through service in
the community;

l

schools have a responsibility for
advancing a clear set of values, including
international-mindedness, integrity and
honesty, and tolerance towards others.
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Every student in the Sixth Form at
Sevenoaks is encouraged to be curious,
creative, critically aware, and to develop his
or her talents to the full. Life is fast-paced
and dynamic, and expectations are high.
At the same time, we try to cultivate in our
pupils the habit of reflection, and the school’s
international outlook promotes
understanding and open-mindedness.
Our strong pastoral ethos supports expert
teaching, and a broad range of co-curricular
opportunities complements the academic
courses on offer, preparing our students for
leadership in an increasingly complex world.
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ib diploma

The Diploma
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The aim of all IB programmes
is to develop internationally minded
people who, recognising their
common humanity and shared
guardianship of the planet, help
to create a better and more
peaceful world.

The International Baccalaureate (IB) Diploma
offers a balanced, coherent and rigorous
programme for the final two years of
secondary school. The overall objectives of the
IB are to provide students with an education
of genuine depth and breadth, to develop
creative and compassionate lifelong learners,
and to promote international understanding.
Since its founding in the 1960s, the IB Diploma
has become a symbol of academic integrity
and intellectual distinction. By successfully
completing the Diploma course students
demonstrate a strong commitment to
independent learning and all-round personal
development, including the ability to express
themselves clearly and work together with
others. They leave school well equipped for
higher education, the world of work, and a
healthy and active life.
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The IB Diploma comprises six subjects
chosen from the hexagon illustrated below:
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THE IB LEARNER PROFILE

The Learner Profile serves as a compass
for all aspects of the IB, making it a
coherent experience. It offers a vision of the
‘whole-student’ and is focused on ten key
characteristics of ‘lifelong learners’.
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IB learners strive to be:
Inquirers
They develop their natural curiosity. They
acquire the skills necessary to conduct inquiry
and research and show independence in
learning. They actively enjoy learning and this
love of learning will be sustained throughout
their lives.
Knowledgeable
They explore concepts, ideas and issues
that have local and global significance. In so
doing, they acquire in-depth knowledge and
develop understanding across a broad and
balanced range of disciplines.
Thinkers
They exercise initiative in applying thinking
skills critically and creatively to recognise
and approach complex problems, and make
reasoned, ethical decisions.
Communicators
They understand and express ideas and
information confidently and creatively in more
than one language and in a variety of modes
of communication. They work effectively and
willingly in collaboration with others.
Principled
They act with integrity and honesty, with a
strong sense of fairness, justice and respect
for the dignity of the individual, groups and
communities. They take responsibility for
their own actions and the consequences that
accompany them.
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Open-minded
They understand and appreciate their own
cultures and personal histories, and are open
to the perspectives, values and traditions of
other individuals and communities. They are
accustomed to seeking and evaluating a range
of points of view, and are willing to grow from
the experience.
Caring
They show empathy, compassion and respect
towards the needs and feelings of others.
They have a personal commitment to service,
and act to make a positive difference to the
lives of others and to the environment.
Risk-takers
They approach unfamiliar situations and
uncertainty with courage and forethought,
and have the independence of spirit to explore
new roles, ideas and strategies. They are brave
and articulate in defending their beliefs.
Balanced
They understand the importance of
intellectual, physical and emotional balance
to achieve personal well-being for themselves
and others.
Reflective
They give thoughtful consideration to their
own learning and experience. They are able
to assess and understand their strengths and
limitations in order to support their learning
and personal development.
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THEORY OF KNOWLEDGE

In Theory of Knowledge, students are
introduced to some of the complexities and
problems associated with knowledge. We
look at what we believe to be true, the reasons
we have for holding these beliefs and whether
or not the reasons for holding them are good
reasons. It is a wide-ranging course, and
deals with:

While Theory
of Knowledge
helps to develop
rigour and
logical analysis
it goes well
beyond what
a traditional
course in critical
thinking might
involve
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l

Subject-related issues
Is there such a thing as the scientific
method? What makes a great piece of art?
How reliable are history books?

l

Personal and contemporary issues
How can I know what is right? To what
extent can we trust the media? How am I
influenced by my culture?

l

Perennial philosophical problems
Can we know if God exists? Are humans
predictable? Do our senses give us
the truth?

While Theory of Knowledge helps to
develop rigour and logical analysis it goes
well beyond what a traditional course in
critical thinking might involve. The aim is to
introduce students to a whole range of ideas
and debates and allow them to see their own
perspectives, beliefs and opinions in the light
of the perspectives, beliefs and opinions
of others.

Some of the key questions we ask in our TOK
classrooms are ‘How do we come to know
what we claim to know?’ or ‘How do the
different disciplines approach knowledge
and what are the key differences in the
methodologies used in each?’
The course is not assessment-driven, so the
focus is really on the experience of the learner,
and teaching students to be critical in their
approach to all the subjects. Through TOK
activities and discussions students develop,
communicate and test their own ideas, while
engaging with each other’s perspectives.
In addition to the TOK classes, students at
Sevenoaks are given TOK specific lectures and
activities, but students soon find that TOK is
not simply a classroom-based experience; it
provides the tools to engage critically in an
ever-changing world.
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EXTENDED ESSAY

The Extended Essay is a unique opportunity
for students to engage in independent
research. Each student chooses a topic that
interests them and writes an in-depth 4000
word study.
The scholarly apparatus that the essay
demands – citations, bibliography, abstract –
is a very effective preparation for university
dissertations. It helps to develop expertise
in researching, writing and developing a
sustained argument.

The Extended
Essay is the
most substantial
written
assignment that
students will
complete during
the Diploma, and
it is undoubtedly
one of the most
rewarding

Teachers provide a structured approach to
the process, taking time to guide students
through their first intuitive ideas about what
they would like to explore, then on to the
initial reading and research stage, and finally
to the point where the students develop clear
research questions which they explore in
considerable depth.
It is a distinctive feature of the IB Diploma, and
universities regularly comment positively on
the scope, level of research and structure of
argument that the Extended Essay inspires.
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Examples of recent Extended Essay
titles include:
l

How does Jonathan Swift in Gulliver’s
Travels and A Modest Proposal portray
children and to what effect?

l

How successful has Singapore’s electronic
road-pricing strategy been in solving
transport problems in the Central
Business District?

l

How can we model the motion of a single
stage rocket in one dimension after a
vertical launch?

l

Is utilitarianism an adequate ethical
system with which to decide upon
assisted suicide?

l

What has been the impact of computeraided design upon architectural design
within London?

The Extended Essay is the most substantial
written assignment that students will
complete during the Diploma, and it is
undoubtedly one of the most rewarding.
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cas

CREATIVITY, ACTION, SERVICE (CAS)

For many
students this
is the most
enjoyable area of
school life – it is
here they spend
much of their
time and make
many of their
friends

Creativity, Action, Service is one of the core
requirements for the IB Diploma Programme.
For most, this will involve music, drama, sport
and service. While students must complete a
minimum number of hours in each area, the
emphasis should not be on counting hours but
learning through meaningful experiences.
For many students this is the most enjoyable
area of school life – it is here they spend much
of their time and make many of their friends.
It is also in these areas that students develop
many of the attributes that are vital in later
life: leadership, the ability to work as part
of a team, confidence and resilience. We try
to offer excellence for the most talented and
opportunity for all.

Trips
There are approximately 50 residential trips
(and nearly 150 day trips) on offer each year.
Each year language trips head off to Spain,
France, Germany, Belgium, Italy and Russia.
There is a Geography trip to Morocco, a
History trip to Moscow and St Petersburg,
an Economics trip to Prague and many more.
The Biology department has even been as
far as Madagascar! There is a major sports
tour every year, and there are music and
drama tours.

Duke of Edinburgh’s Award
One of the great strengths of the school is
that so many of our students take the Duke
of Edinburgh’s Gold Award. Students new to
the Sixth Form do not have to have previously
completed Bronze or Silver.
Clubs and Societies
From Aikido to Creative Writing to Kit
Car Club there should be something for
everyone and, if there isn’t, then students
have the opportunity to set up something
new themselves. This is an area where Sixth
Formers are encouraged to take a leadership
role and mentor younger students in
the school.
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Model United Nations
One of the highlights is the trip to the MUN
conference at the Hague, attended by over
1500 students from around the world. The
Sevenoaks delegation is recognised as being
one of the most formidable of all the schools
that attend.

11

CO-CURRICULAR MUSIC

Music at Sevenoaks School is housed in the
magnificent performing arts centre known
as The Space. This boasts a 410-seat concert
hall called the Pamoja Hall and in this there
are rock concerts as well as classical concerts,
some run entirely by the students as well as by
professionals drawn in from London and the
South East.
About 850 instrumental music lessons
take place each week. There is a flourishing
Symphony Orchestra of over 50 students.
Recent performances have included Elgar’s
Enigma variations and Mendelssohn’s overture,
The Hebrides.

For many, the highlights of the first two
terms are two concerts which focus on the jazz,
rock and pop music at Sevenoaks School. The
school has several Big Bands, around which
the concerts are built and also a Gospel Choir
of 90, who have sung in Berlin’s
famous Philharmonie.
There is also a number of independently
formed rock groups who populate the school’s
charity concerts and raise a large amount of
money for Sixth Form projects every year.

There is a Choral Society of over 100 which
has performed works such as Orff’s Carmina
Burana and Mozart’s Requiem. For those
musicians who wish to enjoy the more
intimate art of chamber music, we have a
thriving programme and the school has
enjoyed much success in the national Pro
Corda Festival.

12
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CO-CURRICULAR DRAMA

A strong spirit of ambition and
experimentation runs through Drama at
Sevenoaks School. In the first year after the
opening of The Space, a 50-strong cast brought
The Odyssey alive as a promenade journey
around the building, taking its audience on a
journey with Odysseus as he retrod the steps
of his epic adventure.
Every two years the department takes a
production on tour to schools in Germany
during the Michaelmas half term.

We try to
maximise student
ownership and
responsibility,
enabling them
to get much
more out of each
project

There is drama for every age group and each
year four major productions are mounted.
We place particular emphasis on the process
undertaken to mount a production. We
try to maximise student ownership and
responsibility, enabling them to get much
more out of each project.

Alongside the main productions, which are
mounted in the 230-seat Sackville Theatre, a
number of smaller studio projects are hosted
in the Ordovsky-Tanaevsky Drama Studio. In
the past these have ranged from the studentdirected Boarders’ play to a production of an
Ionesco play entirely in French. There is also
an after-school drama club and many students
take Trinity classes and work towards awards.
The Sackville Theatre is also an emerging
venue for small and middle scale professional
theatre, programmed for the school and local
community. We have been lucky to host a
diverse range of international theatre, often
part of a national or international tour. Recent
highlights have included New International
Encounter; Les Enfants Terribles, Idle Motion,
and Japanese bunraku puppetry.

Senior performers grow into theatre makers
rather than just actors. Students also take key
responsibilities in design and production
roles. A reliable source and training ground
for such students is the Space Technical Team,
mentored by the building’s professional
technicians. Students operate lighting and
sound for all projects, and often for visiting
professional shows as well.
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sport

Sevenoaks School enjoys a wealth of
sporting activities, which form a major part
of life at the school. The opportunities for
students to participate in sporting activities are
extensive as we promote a positive, lifelong
approach to sport coupled with excellent
facilities and coaching.
The sports programme provides students with
opportunities for developing the fundamental
characteristics of commitment, loyalty,
selflessness, determination, cooperation,
leadership and an appreciation of the role and
value of the individual and the team.
In the Sixth Form, a range of sporting activities
are offered to students at a competitive,
recreational and club level. Sevenoaks offers
fourteen representative sports including
rugby, football, hockey, netball, sailing and
shooting amongst others.

We have a very strong recreational and
club programme which includes a range
of activities such as horse riding, aerobics,
climbing and martial arts, in which students of
all levels are welcome to participate.
We have a strong tradition of sporting
achievement and excellence with annual
success at county, regional and national level.
Over 50 students each year represent county
level and above in a range of sports.
Sevenoaks School proudly fields 128 sports
teams and plays over 1100 fixtures per year
which highlights the level of commitment to
coaching and opportunities available to all
students attending the school.

We have a
strong tradition
of sporting
achievement and
excellence with
annual success at
county, regional
and national level
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service

The idea of service is at the heart of the school.
We were one of the first schools in the country
to dedicate time for students to help with
service projects and every Thursday afternoon
nearly 300 of our students take part in local
Community Service.
Some teach in local primary schools while
others visit local elderly residents or help in
a school for severely disabled children. All
benefit from the realisation that not everyone
is as fortunate as they are.

However, we also encourage students to look
beyond their immediate environment and
to help with service projects in developing
countries. Currently Lower Sixth students can
take part in two trips to India – one to help
with street children in Mumbai and the other
to teach in a school in Jodhpur for disabled
children, many of whom have had polio.
We are also launching a trip to Mombasa
in Kenya where students will help in a
local school and there is a plan to launch a
partnership with a village in rural South
Africa. Often these links have come from
international students who are keen to give
something back to their own community.

Without the
help of your
students I don’t
know what
I’d do. It’s a
struggle to walk
to the shops so
their help means
a lot to me!
(Local elderly
resident)
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COMBINED CADET FORCE (CCF)

On Thursday afternoons students can also opt
to join the Combined Cadet Force. Sevenoaks
School CCF consists of about 200 male and
female cadets in Army, Royal Air Force and
Royal Navy sections.
The aim of the CCF is to encourage cadets to
develop powers of leadership and to give them
a basic knowledge of defence organisation.
There is also a lot of fun to be had, with
activities such as camps, flying, shooting,
gliding, sailing, assault courses, climbing,
diving, inter-section competitions, leadership
tasks, and canoeing.
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subject choices

In order to obtain the Diploma students must
take one subject from each of Groups 1-6,
choosing three at Higher Level (HL) and three
at Standard Level (SL).

5. Mathematics Mathematics HL,
Mathematics SL, Mathematical Studies SL.

Subjects are covered in sufficient depth and
breadth to provide balance and flexibility.
The choice of HL subjects allows students
to pursue areas of personal interest, to play
to their strengths, and to meet specialist
requirements for university entrance.

A second subject chosen from Group 2, 3 or 4 can be
taken instead of an Arts subject.

The IB also provides the opportunity for
students to specialise in the Humanities, in the
Sciences or in Languages by allowing them to
choose a second subject from Group 2, 3 or 4
instead of an Arts subject in Group 6.
1. English English Literature, including
selected texts from World Literature; or,
combined with Theatre to form a Literature
and Performance course (SL only).
2. Languages A modern language, or Latin,
or Classical Greek.
3. Individuals and Societies (Humanities)
Economics, Geography, History,
Philosophy, Psychology, and Classical
Civilisation (SL only).
4. Experimental Sciences Biology,
Chemistry, Design Technology, Physics,
and Sports, Exercise & Health Science
(SL only).
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6. Arts Music, Theatre, Visual Arts.

In addition, students are required to complete
a course in Theory of Knowledge (TOK), to
write an Extended Essay of 4000 words on
a subject of their choice, and to complete a
minimum of 150 hours of activities in the areas
of Creativity, Action and Service (CAS).
Assessment
Each subject is graded on a scale of 1
(minimum) to 7 (maximum). The award
of the Diploma requires students to meet
certain standards and conditions including a
minimum total of 24 points and satisfactory
completion of the Extended Essay, Theory of
Knowledge and CAS (Creativity, Action and
Service). The maximum score of 45 points
includes three points for exceptional work in
TOK and an excellent Extended Essay.
University Entry
The IB Diploma is fully recognised as an
entry qualification to all British universities,
including the most prestigious, as well as those
in the US and elsewhere in the world.

21

GROUP ONE

English and world literature
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English Literature is a mandatory element
of the IB Programme. As such, all students
pursue it and have a choice of opting for either
Higher or Standard Level.
The IB English course is dynamic, varied and
exciting. The most distinctive element is the
international nature of the course: a significant
number of texts are studied in translation.
Higher Level students study 13 texts in
all. Standard Level candidates study ten
texts. The programme is flexible covering
a comprehensive range of authors and
literary traditions, from Classical texts to
contemporary novels, poetry, plays and
literary non-fiction.
Departmental prescription ensures that
Higher Level candidates study Shakespeare,

and students cover a full range of genres
and periods, so preparing them for English
literature courses at university.
Candidates develop many skills during
the course, enhancing their facility to write
sophisticated essays, acquiring knowledge of
specific texts, developing the quality of oral
presentations, as well as honing the skills of
literary insight and response.
Assessment involves a mixture of written
and oral coursework and terminal exams,
including Unseen Appreciation, and an
in-depth study of a group of works.
Ultimately, students who take IB English
will benefit from an appreciation of literature
which is both rigorous in its depth and
international in its breadth and perspective.
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literature and performance
Standard Level only

Now a well-established alternative to
Standard Level English, this course combines
the study of Literature with aspects of
Theatre. It suits students who wish to
combine English with Drama, or who would
like to approach the study of texts from a
performance perspective.
Lessons involve a mixture of conventional
literary study and performance work,
with emphasis on the potential and actual
inter-relationship between the two. Previous
experience of Drama is not essential.
As well as exploring practical approaches to
performance, students study a minimum of
five texts:
l

2 works of poetry

l

1 prose work

l

1 Shakespeare play

l

1 further work of poetry or prose, for
theatrical transformation
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There is one externally assessed coursework
essay, based on the student’s own performance
of extracts from a Shakespeare play, combining
literary with theatrical analysis.
Internal assessment takes the form of a
devised theatre performance transformed
from a poetry or prose text studied in class,
together with an oral presentation explaining,
justifying and evaluating the performance.
Literature and Performance offers an
alternative to the Literature syllabus, while
enjoying the same prestige and status with
both the IB and universities, though students
should recognise that, while different, it is not
an easier option.
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GROUP TWO

MODERN LANGUAGES

The study of a foreign or classical language
is a compulsory part of the IB programme at
either Higher or Standard Level. Both levels
give the opportunity to increase competence
in the written and spoken language, and also
to develop knowledge of the culture and
civilisation of the target-language country
through reading both literary and non-literary
texts, and working with native language
assistants in weekly conversation lessons.
The extensive range of languages offered
enables students for whom English is not their
mother tongue the opportunity to continue
to develop their first language by pursuing a
native speaker programme. This is a specific
objective of the IB.
There are three distinct courses offered to
reflect each student’s existing knowledge of
the language and to provide them with an
academically stretching programme. The
school places students in the appropriate
course based on the following criteria:
Language A: Language and Literature
(SL or HL) is for a fluent language user.
Students who complete this course will receive
a Bilingual Diploma as they will also study

English A1. This course is for a student who:
l is a native or near-native speaker; (s)he will
be bilingual in reading and/or writing
l and/or: lives, or has lived for a significant
period, in a country where the target
language is spoken
Language B
(SL or HL) is for a language learner who:
l has learned the target language for two or
more years, eg to (I)GCSE or equivalent
l and/or: has lived and been taught outside
the country where the language is spoken
Ab initio
(SL only) is for a beginner who:
l has little or no previous experience of
the language
l may, in the case of a language with a
written script different from the English
one, have had formal lessons for up to one
year in the target language
The following modern language courses are
normally offered and taught as part of the Sixth
Form curriculum. However, their provision is
subject to the condition that five or more pupils
opt to take that course. Sometimes SL and HL sets
may be combined.

A: Language and Literature
Language B		Ab Initio
Standard Level
Higher Level
Standard Level
Higher Level
Standard Level
French
French
French
French
Italian
German
German
German
German
Mandarin
		Mandarin
Russian
Spanish
		Russian
Spanish
		Spanish		

24
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The following modern language courses may
be offered subject to demand and/or availability
of resources on a year-on-year basis. The school
reserves the right not to offer a course in any one
year. These classes would normally be funded
privately, unless five or more pupils opt to take
that course.

There are
three distinct
courses offered
to reflect each
student’s existing
knowledge of the
language

A1: Language and Literature
Language B		Ab Initio
Higher Level
Standard Level
Higher Level
Standard Level
Standard Level
Mandarin
Mandarin
Mandarin
Italian
Russian
Spanish			
Hindi
Russian				
Viability of Timetabled IB Classes
In the event of there being insufficient demand
for a class (fewer than five pupils), and where
the school will need to employ additional parttime staff, tuition will be offered on a private
basis (i.e. the costs will be met by the parents).
The payment of fees for private tuition will not
lead to any reduction in the normal school fee.
Private Tutoring
It may also be possible to organise private
tutoring for the following languages, either for
public examinations or for personal interest:
Arabic, Danish, Dutch, Modern Greek,
Portuguese, and Swedish. Other languages
may be available on request.
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CLASSICAL LANGUAGES

Students studying Latin and Greek at Higher
and Standard Level read a selection of the
works of ancient authors so that, while all the
time improving their linguistic competence,
they can develop critical understanding and
appreciation of the literary qualities, historical
and cultural contexts, and philosophical ideas
contained in these works.

Pupils are
encouraged to
become aware of
the place of such
texts in the history
of European
literature and
ideas

Pupils are encouraged to become aware
of the place of such texts in the history of
European literature and ideas, and to
consider the essential differences and
similarities between the classical civilisations
and their own.
Students are assessed on their ability to
translate an unseen passage, on their linguistic
understanding, their literary appreciation
of texts, as well as their knowledge of the
historical and cultural background of the
set works.
Prescribed authors for Higher and Standard
Latin include Cicero (Speeches) and Ovid
(Metamorphoses), and for Greek, Xenophon.

For Latin the topics comprise
Epic – Virgil;
Philosophy – Lucretius;
Elegaic and Lyric Poetry – Catullus and
Horace;
Historiography – Tacitus
Letters – Pliny
For Greek
Epic – Homer;
Tragedy – Euripides;
Comedy – Aristophanes;
Historiography – Herodotus
Philosophy – Plato
For each topic a text from each author is set,
which is read in the original. Higher Level
students read a longer prescription than
Standard Level.
A further element is an internally assessed
Individual Study. Under the guidance of
the teacher the pupil researches a topic in
classical history, literature, language, religion,
mythology, art or archaeology, of his or her
own choice, and writes a 1200 (Higher Level)
or 800 (Standard Level) word essay
or commentary.
Most years, the Classics department is
fortunate to be able to run a study trip to
Rome for pupils in the Lower Sixth studying a
classical subject. We stay for a week, exploring
Rome, placing the literature in the context of
the ancient city.

26
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classical civilisation

GROUP THREE

Standard Level only
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This is an exciting course, devised in
large part by Sevenoaks School itself to
fit the requirements of the International
Baccalaureate. It studies the literature and
culture of the Greeks and the Romans
through primary and secondary texts, all
read in English.

Historical topics:
The Peloponnesian War and Augustan Rome
The key aims of the course are:
l

To provide students with accurate
knowledge of major aspects of the Greek
and Roman world which will provide
a solid basis for their understanding of
Western culture and thought.

l

To encourage students to develop their
ability to present clearly reasoned and
logical arguments both orally and
on paper.

There is no requirement to study Latin or
Greek. The course is divided into four topics:
two literary and two historical.
Literary topics:
Epic:
Homer The Odyssey
Virgil The Aeneid
		
Tragedy:
Euripides Electra, Trojan Women
Seneca Phaedra
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ECONOMICS

Economics is a dynamic social science, and
is essentially about the concept of scarcity
and the problem of resource allocation. It
is a well-established and popular subject
in the Sixth Form with approximately 130
students currently in each year of the course.
All students start the subject from scratch and
there is no presumption of prior knowledge.

All students
start the subject
from scratch
and there is no
presumption of
prior knowledge

Although the subject involves the formulation
and understanding of theoretical concepts, the
theories are applied to real-world examples to
give it a much more applied flavour. It should
also be remembered that Economics is not a
discrete subject, since it incorporates elements
of History, Geography, Psychology, Sociology,
Political Studies and many other related
fields of study.
The syllabus should be seen as an integrated
whole and much of the assessment requires
students to apply a broad range of ideas to
a particular question. In the department,
we attempt to make the course engaging,
stretching, relevant and, ultimately, we hope,
rewarding – both in terms of satisfaction and
eventual result.
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The Economics course covers Microeconomics,
including a consideration of such basic
concepts as scarcity, choice and the operation
of simple markets, and how firms operate
in markets that are either competitive
or monopolistic.
Macroeconomics covers economy-wide issues
such as economic growth, unemployment,
inflation and international trade.
The role of the government is a central theme
and the IB course has a strong emphasis
on international issues and development
economics. It is therefore important for
students to take an active interest in current
affairs by reading the newspapers, magazines
and journals, and making selective use of
television and radio programmes. We provide
free copies of The Economist to students to
encourage this.
If you wish to find out more, especially
about our Prague field trip or any of the
other co-curricular activities that the
department offers, then please visit the the
school’s website.
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geography

Geography is a dynamic subject firmly
grounded in the real world. The focus is on the
interactions between individuals, societies and
the physical environment in both time
and space. It also investigates the way that
people adapt and respond to change and
evaluates management strategies associated
with such change.
Geography describes and helps to explain the
similarities and differences between spaces
and places. These may be defined on a variety
of scales and from a range of perspectives.

Geography
describes and
helps to explain
the similarities
and differences
between spaces
and places. These
may be defined
on a variety
of scales and
from a range of
perspectives

At Standard Level (SL), pupils study the
Core theme: Patterns and Change. The
theme encompasses the United Nations
Millennium Development Goals, particularly
those concerning poverty reduction, gender
equality, improvements in health and
education and environmental sustainability.
Students must evaluate progress towards
UN goals and take a close look at
major global issues including population
migration, global warming, biodiversity and
resource availability.

Higher Level (HL) pupils study three
optional themes – Urban Environments,
Extreme Environments and Oceans and their
Coastal Margins. Oceans and their Coastal
Margins looks at the physical characteristics
and processes of the oceans, concentrating on
the important role oceans play in influencing
climate conditions and issues arising from
the oceans as resource bases. In addition,
HL students study the HL extension –
Global Interactions.
At both HL and SL, students acquire a range
of transferable skills including mapping,
graphics, statistical calculations, data research,
processing, interpretation and the application
of ICT.
Fieldwork plays an important role in the study
of Geography. In addition to local studies
during term time, L6 IB geographers also have
the opportunity of a ten-day expedition to
Morocco (Marrakech, High Atlas and Saharan
fringe) during the Easter holidays of the
Lower Sixth.

Two other themes are studied: Urban
Environments and Extreme Environments.
Urban Environments considers cities as
places of intense social interaction. Extreme
Environments focuses on the study of ‘cold’
and ‘hot, arid’ environments and includes the
challenges of sustainability.
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history

The study of History helps to create
thoughtful, inquisitive and reflective students.
At its core the subject is about argument,
and lessons and written assignments aim to
capture the vibrancy of historical debate.

At its core the
subject is about
argument,
and lessons
and written
assignments aim
to capture the
vibrancy
of historical
debate

By studying a range of topics across
geographical areas and time spans, IB
History not only develops the skills of written
communication, analysis and evaluation,
but it also helps to produce well-rounded
individuals who have a sense of their own
place in time.
The course will help students to develop a
nuanced understanding of the complexities of
the past which we believe to be invaluable in
helping to make sense of the world today.
The department offers Higher Level students a
choice of either a Modern or Medieval History
course. A Standard Level course in Modern
History is also available.

Medieval History
(Higher Level Only)
The core of the Medieval course is built around
the study of the Monarchies of England and
France from the mid eleventh to the early
thirteenth century, and the Crusades and the
Crusader States. In addition, students follow
a course on twelfth and thirteenth century
Sicily, a period which saw the island governed
by the Norman, Hohenstaufen and Angevin
dynasties. The themes of state formation,
religious war, heresy and the interrelationship
of nationalities and peoples underpins
the course.
To complement these courses the department
arranges regular speakers from top
universities and runs a weekly extension
class. Trips, which are open to all Sixth Form
Historians, are run every year, with Berlin and
Russia alternating as destinations.

Modern History
(Higher and Standard Level)
Students study a core of twentieth century
History, focusing on the Dictatorships, the
Cold War, and Communism in Crisis. In
addition, Higher Level students examine
key processes and concepts in nineteenth
century History, including different models of
political legitimacy; nationalism, revolution
and ideology, and state formation in Germany,
Italy and Russia.
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philosophy

The study of Philosophy appeals to those who
like to think about things other people take for
granted. The aim of the course is to enable a
student to think and write like a philosopher:
with clarity, originality and depth.

Candidates are required to study
philosophical questions and problems
grouped into themes; to explore in detail one
major text in Philosophy; and to respond
philosophically to different stimuli.
Elements of the Course
The Core theme asks what it means to be
human, and offers different perspectives on
issues such as the self, personal identity
and consciousness.
Other themes include Theories and Problems
of Ethics, the Philosophy of Religion, and
Political Philosophy. Higher Level candidates
study the Core and two optional themes;
Standard Level candidates study the Core and
one optional theme.
All candidates study one classic text from a list
that includes Descartes’ Meditations, Mill’s On
Liberty and Nietzsche’s The Genealogy of Morals.
All students complete a coursework essay
exploring the philosophical implications of
a non-philosophical stimulus (perhaps song
lyrics or a cartoon; a movie script or a piece
of art). Higher Level candidates also develop
their understanding of Philosophy as an
activity in an additional paper.
More information about the course and the
department can be found on our website
www.sevenoaksphilosophy.org.
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psychology

It is a fascinating
subject covering
vast areas
such as social
psychology,
criminal
psychology,
mental disorders,
memory,
perception and
the influence
of genes on
intelligence
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Psychology is the study of behaviour and
mental processes. Its purpose is to understand,
predict and sometimes even manipulate
behaviour. It is a fascinating subject covering
vast areas such as social psychology, criminal
psychology, mental disorders, memory,
perception and the influence of genes
on intelligence.

Option 1: Abnormal Psychology
Abnormal psychology focuses on diagnosing,
explaining and treating humans suffering
from psychological disorders. This option
begins with a consideration of what is ‘normal’
and ‘abnormal’ behaviour and then looks into
the issues related to diagnosis and treatment,
particularly of depression and bulimia.

The core of the course explains behaviour
from biological, cognitive and sociocultural
perspectives, and attempts to integrate these
three approaches to produce a complete
explanation of human behaviour.

Option 2: Relationships
We begin by looking at whether unselfish
behaviour actually exists, and if so, why some
people risk their lives to save others. It then
looks at personal relationships focusing on
attraction and communication, and what
may cause once close relationships to end. It
finishes by considering the causes of violent
behaviour and how this might be reduced.

Some of the specific topics include: localising
brain functions using split brain research;
studying how visual perception is affected by
culture, and why people often conform to the
behaviour of the group they belong to.

Students plan and carry out one psychological
experiment. An example might be an
investigation into the accuracy of eyewitness
reports after a car crash.
Students have access to a large selection of
Psychology text books as well as a dedicated
IB website. To broaden their understanding,
there is a Psychology discussion group led by
students, and we also invite visiting speakers.
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biology

Both Higher Level and Standard Level courses
in Biology have a thematic approach.
The four unifying biological concepts are:
l

Structure and function of organisms

l

Universality versus diversity in the
living world

l

Equilibrium

l

Evolution

The courses are regularly updated; they
include up-to-date science and address
current issues.
The Higher Level course provides an excellent
qualification for entry into university courses
such as Biological Sciences, Medical and
Veterinary Sciences and Neurobiology.
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The Standard Level course may be the
only Biology a student studies, and has
therefore been designed to provide a good
understanding of human physiology, the
environment, and the implications of science
in society, including genetic engineering
and the ethical issues surrounding the use of
therapeutic stem cells.
Both Higher and Standard Level courses have
a statistical analysis section, which enables
students to analyse data more fully during
practical assessments.
The practical work and development of
practical skills are important and integral parts
of both courses. They aid critical thinking as
well as comprising a significant proportion of
the student’s final grade.
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CHEMISTRY

Higher Level is
a rigorous course
that provides
a very good
grounding for the
study of physical
or biological
sciences at
university

The IB Chemistry course is divided into three
sections: Core, additional Higher Level and
Options. Throughout the course the emphasis
is on understanding rather than rote learning.
The Core is made up of 11 topics in Physical,
Inorganic and Organic Chemistry. Students
study the nature of the atom. This leads on to
a study of the trends in physical and chemical
properties within the Periodic Table. Students
learn about the key factors which influence
how and why chemical reactions take place
and how changes in conditions can affect the
rate and yield of a reaction.

In the sections on acid and bases and redox
reactions, students learn about the differences
between strong and weak acids. Organic
Chemistry is introduced through the study
of hydrocarbons and extended to look at
the interrelationships between significant
functional groups.
The additional Higher Level material extends
the subject introduced in the Core, introducing
more advanced treatments of the structure
of atoms and molecules and taking a more
quantitative approach to problem-solving.
All Higher Level students study the Further
Organic Chemistry and Modern Analytical
Chemistry options. Standard Level students
study two options from: Human Biochemistry,
Chemistry in Industry and Technology,
Medicines and Drugs, Environmental
Chemistry, Food Chemistry, Further Organic
Chemistry, Modern Analytical Chemistry.
Higher Level is a rigorous course that provides
a very good grounding for the study of
physical or biological sciences at university,
whereas the Standard Level course provides
a basic grounding in Chemistry which may
be useful to students who wish to concentrate
on other sciences at university or just have a
general interest in Chemistry.
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design technology

The aim is
not solely the
acquisition of
knowledge but
about learning
how to adapt to
new experiences
and to approach
problems with
the appropriate
skills and
relevant
techniques

The programme is based on a model of
learning which incorporates knowledge, skills
and design principles in problem-solving
contexts. The aim is not solely the acquisition
of knowledge but about learning how to adapt
to new experiences and to approach problems
with the appropriate skills and relevant
techniques so that students may identify the
important elements of a design problem and
develop an optimum solution.
The Core for both Higher Level and
Standard Level focuses on how designers
carry out their activities, their consequent
responsibilities to users and the effect of their
actions on society at large. Knowledge of the
properties and characteristics of a range of
materials is gained and how these interface
with appropriate manufacturing techniques
and production systems.
Students at Higher Level extend their
knowledge of the core topics by focusing in
greater detail on the structure and behaviour
of materials and associated resource issues.
In addition, students at both levels study
the CAD/CAM option and again the Higher
Level students will study Advanced Higher
Level material for this option. The role of the
designer in a global society is a central theme.
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The practical programme consists of a
number of investigations based on the
various elements of the course. Some of these
investigations will be of a short duration, and
one will be a project of considerable depth
based on a problem chosen by the students.
No previous experience in Design Technology
is assumed at the start of the course, but those
students with existing knowledge and skills
will be able to build on this in aspects of the
practical programme.
Although Design Technology is in the
Experimental Sciences group, it also suits
arts-based students who wish to gain an
understanding of how products and systems
are designed, and their effect on
the environment.
The course is not solely about ‘high
technology’ in a sophisticated industrialised
society but also looks at the sustainability of
technologies and how to exercise judgement
and responsibility in their usage.
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physics

Physics is the most fundamental of the
experimental sciences in that it seeks to
explain the basic features of the natural world
primarily in terms of the interactions between
matter and energy and the underlying
laws thereof.
This is reflected in both the Standard Level
and the Higher Level programmes, with
students also being made aware of the
connecting domains of physical laws,
experimental skills and some of the social and
historical aspects of Physics.
The IB Physics course is divided into three
sections: subject specific Core, additional
Higher Level, and Options.
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The Core introduces basic ideas and
concepts from different areas of Physics
(e.g. mechanics, thermodynamics etc); these
ideas are explored in more depth and breadth
in the additional Higher Level material. The
Standard Level options include Sight and
Wave Phenomena, Quantum and Nuclear
Physics, and Digital Technology.
The options of Astrophysics, Communications
and Electromagnetic Waves are common to
both Higher and Standard Levels. There are
three further options for Higher Level only;
these are Relativity, Medical Physics and
Particle Physics.
Higher Level Physics is an excellent and
essential course for any student intending to
study Physics or a Physics-related course at
university, such as Natural Sciences (Physical)
or Engineering. It also provides good support
for other courses such as more general
science courses, Mathematics, Economics and
Medicine. Standard Level Physics is suitable
for students with an interest in or curiosity
about the natural world.
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SPORTS, EXERCISE & HEALTH SCIENCE
Standard Level only

The aims of the course are to:
l

acquire knowledge and understanding to
apply scientific principles in relation
to sport

l

enable students to critically analyse
human performance

l

encourage students to question
data and appreciate the value of the
scientific method

This exciting Standard Level course
incorporates the traditional disciplines
of anatomy, physiology, biomechanics,
psychology and nutrition, which are studied
in the context of sport, exercise and health.
Students cover a wide range of topics from an
applied perspective.
The Biology-based topics look at the structure
of muscles, bones, and joints as well as
how structure is adapted to function in the
ventilatory, cardiovascular, nervous and
muscular systems.
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As well as these human Physiology-based
topics, students study some biochemistry
when looking at nutrition and some physics
through studying biomechanics.
A short Mathematics topic ensures students
have the skills to effectively analyse the
relevance of their data collected during
practical work. The more sports science-based
topics include skill in sport, psychology and
measurement and evaluation of
human performance.
The course includes a variety of practical
experiments where students develop their
scientific investigation skills.
The assessment does not test physical
performance. This course will suit students
who like to apply science to sport and will
complement a wide variety of other subjects.
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group five

mathematics
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Higher Level (HL)
This course is designed for students with a
very strong background in, and enthusiasm
for, the subject. It comprises a Core syllabus
and one of five Options; the Core includes
work on Number and Algebra, Vectors,
Matrices, Geometry, Trigonometry, Calculus
and Probability.
Standard Level (SL)
This course is intended for students with a
strong Mathematics background wishing to
support a scientific subject at Higher Level
or intending to follow future studies which
require more advanced techniques than those
offered in the Mathematical Studies course.
The content is approximately half that of
Higher Level.
Mathematical Studies (MSSL)
This course is intended for students with a
variety of backgrounds and abilities, aiming
to equip students with some of the skills
necessary to cope with the demands of a
technological society on the non-specialist.
Students are required to apply some of the
Mathematics they have learned to a problem of
their own choice; this project forms part of the
final assessment. The syllabus includes work
on Functions, Computation, Data Analysis,
Structure, Geometry and Trigonometry.

Some students choose to study the Higher
Level course or Standard Level course
in order to gain entry to university in a
particular country or for a particular course.
Mathematical Studies is not always a
sufficient qualification for entry. Requirements
worldwide change from time to time and all
students must ensure that they choose the
appropriate Mathematics course for their
ability and ambitions.
At appropriate times in the Lower Sixth, it is
usually possible to change Maths courses, but
before a request is made full consideration
must be given to the implications of the change
for university application and entrance.

Pupils wanting to study Mathematics at Higher
Level are expected to gain an A* at IGCSE and an A
or B at Additional Maths in Year 11 or equivalent.
Those wanting to study Mathematics at Standard
Level are expected to gain an A* at IGCSE and
grade A-C at Additional Maths. All others are
advised to join the Maths Studies Standard Level
course.
External candidates who have not taken IGCSE or
Additional Maths should check requirements with
the Admissions department.
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music

The IB programme in Music is designed
to promote greater awareness and
understanding of both the power and variety
of musical experiences for those who have a
general interest, as well as for those intending
to continue their study of music further.
Candidates are exposed to a broad spectrum of
music, ranging from that of Western traditions
to that of non-western regions and cultures.
The Music department’s busy programme of
concerts in school and of concert trips outside
will complement performance and listening
opportunities during the course and aim to
promote the importance of the living aspect
of music in all styles. It is therefore essential
that candidates opting for music are prepared
to throw themselves wholeheartedly into
the activities which the department lay on.
These include the School Choral Society and
an ensemble appropriate to the candidate’s
musical ability.
At Higher and Standard levels the creative,
practical aspects of musical experience are
balanced with the more theoretical and
academic. The syllabus is split into three
main elements: a study of music in society
from 1550 to the present day, which
incorporates the study of two set works;
Performance; and Composition.
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Candidates also undertake a musical
investigation in the form of a media script
investigating the relationship between two
musical genres. SL candidates choose either
Performance or Composition.
Through the study of music of various cultures
each student develops an awareness both of
general aspects of style and social context and
more specific technical features. In all areas
there are some specific works to be studied.
Candidates are free to perform whatever
music they choose. The composition portfolio
is made up of two harmony and counterpoint
exercises, one structured arrangement and one
free composition.
Importance is attached to individual
development during the course as well
as specific standards. The structure of the
programme and the weighting of assessment
reflect the fine balance between emphasis on
theoretical study and creativity.
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THEATRE

The course is
supplemented
by regular
professional
theatre visits to
both mainstream
and more
experimental
productions

The IB Theatre student, at both Higher
and Standard Levels, engages in an integrated
study of many aspects of theatre, both
practical and theoretical. These include the
study of play texts and theatre traditions
from different cultures, the practical
application of performance skills and
production techniques, and the evaluation
of live theatre performances.

At both Higher and Standard Level, there are
two internally assessed components:

At both Levels, the course places great
emphasis on the interdependence of these
aspects, as well as on the cooperative nature
of theatrical activity and the development of
independent research skills.

and two externally examined components:

l

Theatre Performance and Production
Presentation, comprising an oral
presentation with images

l

Independent Project – Creative Practical
Option and written portfolio

l

Research Investigation – an essay based
on a play from a different culture

l

Practical Performance Proposal – a written
pitch with explanatory visual materials

There are no written examination papers
for IB Theatre. The course is supplemented
by regular professional theatre visits to
both mainstream and more experimental
productions, enabling students to see theatre
practices and techniques in action and to
broaden their theatrical experience.
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VISUAL arts

Thursday nights in the Lower Sixth
involve two hours of Life Class, Printmaking,
Digital Photography or Sculpture. In the
Upper Sixth students follow their chosen
developmental path.
Students develop a specialist language and
concepts for the appreciation and analysis of
works of art. They write art studies of chosen
works of art for homework in the Investigation
Work Books. Studio presentations by our artist
teachers are supported by work sheets and a
course in art analysis online, which illustrates
the application of formal elements principles.

The Visual Arts course helps students to
become effective, powerful and contemporary
artists. Samples of student work can be seen
at: www.sevenoaksschoolartspace.com.

The Visual Arts
course helps
students to
become effective,
powerful and
contemporary
artists

Students become increasingly independent of
their teachers as they begin to develop skills
as artists and critics. After an initial term of
teacher-led learning, they are invited to study
the art of their choice, as it is relevant to their
growing artistic ideas, passions and intentions.
This provides the students with the
opportunity to express themselves in a wide
variety of traditional and contemporary
mediums. These include Fine Arts and
Printmaking, Ceramics, Animation,
Photography and Moviemaking.
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The students’ work is categorised as Studio
Work (SW) and Investigation Work Book
(IWB). The IWB will not only contain studies
of relevant works of art, but also be used as a
live working document, synthesising visual
sources, with what they learn from the art of
others with their own ideas.
This open-ended speculative process is spelt
out and the development of ideas and images
come together with materials and technique to
form a robust statement. The course structure
we have developed is a natural and consistent
progression from GCSE, which is the best
preparation for this course.
Visual Arts specialists in recent years have
gone to university in the UK and abroad
to study Architecture, Art History, Design
disciplines, Film Production and Fine Art.
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the SIXTH FORM

LEADERSHIP OPPORTUNITIES
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All students at Sevenoaks School exhibit
leadership potential, and there are countless
opportunities for students to develop these
skills over their two years in the Sixth Form.
We consider all Sixth Form students to be
ambassadors for the school, in their behaviour,
dress, and attitude, and as such we invite all
Lower Sixth students to be Prefects.
This role is crucial for the School, as the
Prefects carry out vital and responsible roles
each week to assist in the management of
students around the campus. Prefect roles
include the supervision of younger years
during lunch, break time and after school,
while consistently setting a good example to
these younger years.

We also have committees for Sports, Boarders,
and of course, food. For those who wish
to assist with the younger years and their
concerns, we have a team of Peer Counsellors
from the Lower Sixth. Or perhaps your
strengths lie with coaching sport to the
younger years, or writing, directing and
producing plays? The opportunities are there
for you, and it is your decision as to which you
would like to pursue.

Whether new to the school or not, these
opportunities are open to all within the
Sixth Form, to ensure a representative mix of
individuals leading the student body.
If you enjoy discussion and representing
the views of your year group, there is the
Sixth Form Committee, or if you prefer the
management of your peers, there are Senior
Prefect roles.
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pastoral support

One of the strengths of Sevenoaks School is the
Pastoral system, which aims to guide students
through the challenges they face in their lives.
Balancing academic study and co-curricular
commitments can be difficult at first, so each
student has a tutor, responsible for their
pastoral and academic welfare, who sees them
every day.
Day students are placed into small tutor
groups of 12-14 students, split between Upper
and Lower Sixth, and thus integration between
years is encouraged and experiences can be
shared. Boarding students are also placed into
tutor groups, and are treated in the same way
as day students throughout the school day.

The Sixth Form
is a vibrant
and busy
community, with
a high standard
of behaviour, and
students quickly
feel at home

Tutors are the first line of contact for parents, in
matters pastoral, academic and co-curricular,
and are there to support students over their
Sixth Form careers.
All Sixth Formers undertake a programme of
Personal and Social Development. This work
covers a wide range of topics from entrance
into university and organising life there, to
investigating matters of personal health and
well-being.
Equally important are the twice-weekly
assemblies, where students are given an
ethical dimension to their education through
short talks on a variety of topics. There is also a
school counsellor, so if students need to talk in
confidence about issues that may be bothering
them, they can.
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The Sixth Form is a vibrant and busy
community, with a high standard of behaviour,
and students quickly feel at home. We have
a well-developed induction day, allowing
students to get to know each other and the
details of the Sixth Form; an early highlight is
the Freshers’ Ball within the first fortnight.
The integrated Sixth Form culture means that
stopping and asking questions of students and
teachers is a way of finding out answers and
meeting new friends.
All Sixth Form students wear a school suit,
making them appear smart and ready for
work. The suit designs, for both girls and boys,
mix functionality with style and there is a
limited choice. By having a standard suit, we
remove any concerns by students about their
appearance, so they can focus on much more
important matters.
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higher education

The Higher Education and Careers
department is located at the heart of the
school, in the newly refurbished Aisher Hall,
and served by a team of dedicated academic
and administrative staff.
The Director of Higher Education and her
team are available to offer high quality
information, advice and guidance on
universities, as well as information on careers,
work experience and gap years.
All Sixth Form pupils at Sevenoaks in the last
few years have gone on to further education
either in the UK or abroad. Our extensive
Higher Education programme is designed
to prepare students for university entry and
includes the following:
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l

Guidance from specialist advisers in a
range of subject areas, including subjectspecific discussion groups

l

Beginners’ Guides to Degrees
lecture series

l

Individual HE advice and interviews –
with written follow-up and aptitude tests

l

Weekly talks from UK, US and other
university Admissions Tutors

l

Interview and Admissions Tests seminars
and practice

In addition, there are HE and Oxbridge
information evenings with Admissions
Tutors; an HE Day in June of the Lower Sixth,
including Personal Statement guidance with
subject-specific workshops; a SAT preparation
course, help with US applications, and a US
Colleges Tour; an Old Sennockians’ University
Fair, a Parents Association Careers Fair, as well
as fortnightly themed newsletters
Approximately 25% of leaving students
receive offers from Oxford or Cambridge,
while over 90% of Sevenoaks applicants go
to their first choice university. See the chart
opposite for favourite UK destinations.
Over 10% of our students attend international
universities, including Yale, Harvard,
Princeton, MIT, Stanford, Columbia,
University of Hong Kong, McGill, Trinity
College Dublin and the Bocconi in Milan.
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university destinations and IB results

Top 20 UK universities most applied to by Sevenoaks students
Durham 	Imperial
UCL 	KCL
Bristol

LSE

Cambridge 	St Andrews
Exeter

York

Nottingham 	Newcastle
Edinburgh 	Southampton
Warwick

Leeds

Oxford

Manchester

Bath

Loughborough

University success is achievable because
our students are confident, articulate, very
well-taught, and enjoy a high reputation for
academic achievement. Indeed, their exam
results are outstanding.
IB Results at Sevenoaks
Sevenoaks students’ results are among the
highest in the world. The maximum diploma
score is 45. The average world-wide score
is consistently just under 30. Our students’
average Diploma score at Sevenoaks is
close to 40.
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Those scoring over 40 points join a genuine
international elite, and universities around the
world know that these students will provide
something special. Every year, a significant
number of students achieve the maximum 45
points for the IB Diploma, and well over half
gain Diplomas with 40 or more points.
At Sevenoaks, over 90% of our leavers gain
places at their first-choice university. Research
shows that IB students secure more first-class
honours degrees, are twice as likely to study
medicine, are more likely to be employed in
graduate level jobs and, as confirmed by the
Higher Education Statistics Agency in 2011,
enjoy higher salaries than their peers.
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