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introduction

The Middle School is large, cosmopolitan and
vibrant. Every student is urged to be curious,
creative, critically aware and to develop their
interests and talents to the full.
The Sevenoaks School Middle School
Curriculum is designed to develop the
life of the mind. We have a broad range
of academically ambitious courses which
prepare students well for the International
Baccalaureate Diploma Programme in the
Sixth Form.
Breadth is central to the Sevenoaks ethos and
a key principle underpinning the IB. So too
is coherence. We have designed a structure
for the Middle School Curriculum to embody
our educational vision: the Sevenoaks School
Diploma. As with the IB Diploma, a unique
core connects and informs a balanced range of
subjects, assessed through a combination of
qualifications (IGCSE, GCSE, SSC).
Our Middle School curriculum aims to inspire,
challenge and satisfy the intellectual curiosity
and open-minded approach to learning that
characterises a Sevenoaks student.

Katy Ricks
Head
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objectives
4

We have built a balanced, wide-ranging
curriculum with depth and an element of
choice. We firmly favour enrichment over
acceleration. We don’t encourage either taking
exams early or taking exams during spare
time; subjects are not to be rushed through or
ticked off, but explored and reflected upon;
‘spare time’ is precious and not to be filled up
with more schoolwork.
Students have some choice in the subjects
they follow – we’ve found that it is better for
them to choose what they are good at and
enjoy, rather than working backwards from a
notional career.

We want our students to learn how to study
and work effectively on their own, and also
how to contribute as part of a group; to listen
in lessons, but also to speak and present in
them. We want them to be as confident in
the new technologies of tablet, cloud and
smartphone as they are with book, paper
and pen. They will know how to collaborate
without copying, how to debate while
still listening and will have learned that
enthusiasm and curiosity are the best tools we
have to combat cynicism and self-interest.
Tim Jones
Academic Deputy Head

All of our courses are tailored to the Sevenoaks
style of unstuffy but demanding teaching and
learning, and some courses have been written
from scratch by departments determined to
overcome the artificial limitations of available
public courses.
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structure

All Sevenoaks students follow a broad
programme of courses, each designed to equip
them with a deep and detailed understanding
of the particular subject area, and a spirit of
independent curiosity.
A common set of values, as well as the
promotion of interdisciplinary approaches,
means that our courses ‘speak’ to one another
in ways that encourage students to transfer
knowledge and skills from one subject across
to another. We also allow students to choose
particular areas of their courses in which they
have an expertise or interest. In this way, the
Middle School provides a holistic academic
profile; one that is analytical and creative,
challenging, ambitious and fun.
In Year 9 students study English and English
Literature, French, Latin and a second Modern
Language, Geography, History and Classical
Civilisation, all three Sciences, Mathematics
and a range of Expressive Arts courses.
This wide range means that they can make
informed choices of courses in Year 10. In
addition they study a ‘core’ course, Systems of
Belief, and there is provision both for bilingual
students and for those with extensive prior
experience of other languages.
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In Years 10-11 students pursue English
Language and Literature, at least one Modern
Language, a Humanity, all three Sciences,
Mathematics and two optional courses from a
range that includes Expressive Arts and other
courses from the Humanities. In addition, all
students take two ‘core’ courses that develop
their ability in critical thinking and various
issues of philosophical, global and cultural
importance. These are Critical Perspectives (in
Year 10) and 10 Ideas that Changed the World
(in Year 11).
Courses in Years 10-11 are assessed via
GCSEs, IGCSEs or SSCs (Sevenoaks School
Certificate). SSC courses have been developed
internally, and are moderated externally. They
are tailor-made to prepare students effectively
for study in the Sixth Form and their flexibility
means that we can undertake ambitious
curriculum content, while at the same time
assessing them in a meaningful, rigorous
way. We have been very happy with the way
students and teachers have responded to these
courses, as well as the results they
have achieved.
Mark Beverley
Middle School Curriculum Manager
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core values

The Diploma

The core principles of the curriculum in
Years 9-11 foreshadow those of the
IB Learner Profile. We want our students to
develop a range of knowledge, skills and
attitudes that will prepare them effectively
for the years ahead. This means that each
course, in different ways, seeks to develop
the following values:
Enquiry
Students develop a natural curiosity in each
subject. They ask questions and explore ways
of finding answers. They examine the ‘real
world’ implications of subject content and
consider issues from a variety of perspectives.
Creativity
Students are encouraged to think
imaginatively. They try out different solutions
and evaluate their effectiveness. They are
encouraged to see existing situations in new
and different ways.
Independent Learning
Students are encouraged to think for
themselves. They acquire skills of research
and can assess the reliability of information
sources. They learn how to revise and to
manage their time. They reflect on their own
learning, set personal targets and engage in
self and peer assessment.
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Problem Solving
Students learn to identify various problemsolving techniques and apply them in a variety
of ways. They apply numerical and linguistic
skills in a methodical, logical manner and
learn to make predictions.
Critical Thinking
Students acquire the ability to comprehend,
analyse, evaluate and synthesise. They collate,
sequence and categorise information. They
explore strengths and weaknesses of multiple
answers and question assumptions. They
argue points of information persuasively, with
supporting evidence.
Teamwork
Students learn in collaborative, cooperative
ways. They acquire effective communication
skills. They experience what it means to be
part of a group, to talk as well as to listen
actively. They learn to negotiate, compromise
and show consideration for alternative points
of view.
International Awareness
Students develop knowledge of ‘real world’
ideas, issues and themes in a global context.
They explore ethical, social and political
contexts. They identify ways in which
notions of justice, tolerance and peace can be
realised. They develop interpersonal skills in
understanding, empathy and compassion.
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THE core

At the heart of the Middle School Curriculum
is a unique set of courses taken by all
students. This core programme begins in
Year 7 with Systems of Belief, continues
with Critical Perspectives and 10 Ideas that
Changed the World in Years 10 and 11, and
culminates with IB Theory of Knowledge
(TOK). These courses develop understanding
of religious, philosophical, social and political
areas of interest as well as nurture skills in
critical thinking and reflection.

10 Ideas that Changed the World in Year 11
considers which ideas have had powerful,
disruptive and formative effects on the
contemporary world. These include ‘Right
and Wrong’, The Enlightenment, The Cosmos
and The Internet. Students apply the critical
thinking skills acquired in Year 10 to such
questions as:
l

‘Why do we place so much trust in
reason and science?’

Critical Perspectives in Year 10 has two main
strands. First, it explores a wide range of
interesting and important contemporary
issues, for example, conflict in the Middle
East, the characteristics of a ‘good’ education
and the power of the media. Secondly, it
teaches students how to apply a critical
approach to understanding and evaluating
them. The course dissects a wide range
of knowledge claims and examines their
associated issues. Examples of such claims
include:

l

‘What does it mean to be an individual?’

l

‘Is the internet changing the way
we think?’

l

‘Political change in Syria could only have
occurred with violence’

l

‘The State must control the content of
films and video games’

l

‘The global financial crisis of 2008 was the
fault of the banks’.
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These courses address content that is
stimulating in its own right, and at the same
time develop in students transferable skills in
analysing, interpreting and evaluating issues
that feed directly into all subject areas.
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ART

QUALIFICATION: SSC Sevenoaks School Certificate

The course is designed to foster students’
creativity by equipping them with the
transferable skills to generate and realise their
own ideas. The emphasis is on the production
of ambitious, informed, independent work
that relies on the skills and knowledge
developed in the early stages of the course.
The broad range of disciplines on offer
includes drawing, painting, sculpture and
printmaking, digital imaging, photography,
ceramics and a full range of mixed media.
Students are expected to build on periods of
experiment to develop areas of individual
interest and strength. All the work is made
with reference to the work of other artists that
interest and inspire individuals. Independent
research journals support and document the
journey.
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The entirety of the course is assessed as
portfolios of work rather than time-pressured
exams. The final assessment is through an
exhibition of the portfolios, investigation work
books, and a digital presentation of students’
work with a spoken commentary.
Unit 1: Foundation Portfolio (30%)
A structured course aimed at developing
transferable skills.
Unit 2: Structured Research Project (30%)
A guided, partly structured project in
response to a given stimulus with the
emphasis on independent response.
Unit 3: Independent Research Project (40%)
An independent project in response to an
agreed starting point, identified by the pupil.
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ART HISTORY

QUALIFICATION: SSC Sevenoaks School Certificate

The course is designed as an accessible and
exciting introduction to major works of Art,
movements and artists who have influenced
and shaped how we see the world today. No
previous knowledge of the History of Art is
required and neither is any talent for creating
art. All that a pupil needs is a curiosity about
how and why powerful and revolutionary
works of Art are made.
Works of Art are studied and discussed on
the course, with a particular emphasis on
Art that is revolutionary through its content,
technique or intention. In addition to viewing
these milestones in the story of Art, group
projects are led by students’ choices, meaning
that specific movements can be studied in
greater depth. A research journal is kept which
will provide a forum for personal responses
and readings of works of Art as well as
documenting first hand contact with Art in
galleries and museums.

The course covers painting, sculpture and
architecture and contains examples of works
from a wide range of periods up to the present
day. Students develop the skills to describe
and critically evaluate any work of Art that
they may come across as well as developing
a deeper knowledge of specific artists and
periods.
The course will conclude with students
selecting works of Art to hang in a
virtual gallery whilst providing a written
commentary to justify and explain the
exhibition.
Unit 1: Independent Research Project (60%)
The virtual exhibition and research journal.
Unit 2: 50 works of art that shape how we see our
world (20%)
Communicating knowledge and
understanding of specific works of Art.
Unit 3: Ways of Seeing (20%)
Demonstrating the skill to describe and
interpret unseen works of Art.
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CLASSICAL CIVILISATION

QUALIFICATION: GCSE OCR
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AQA Aims
Classical Civilisation at GCSE provides an
opportunity to study the Greek and Roman
worlds from a non-linguistic standpoint.
Students are not expected to know beforehand,
or study during the course, any Latin or Greek.
As a result we welcome on the course any
student with an interest in the ancient world,
irrespective of what she or he might or might
not have studied previously. The course is
essentially cross-curricular in that it includes
literature, art, archaeology, social history,
religion and politics.
Content and Structure
Over the course of the two years, students
study four units:
1. Greece and Rome: Stories and Histories
2. Greece and Rome: Drama and Life
3. Greece and Rome: Conflict and Carnage
4. Greece and Rome: An Evaluative Study
Within each unit there is a wide choice
of material for study, but it is likely that
a student will study Homer’s Odyssey
(Homer’s epic tale of Odysseus’ adventures
on his journey back from Troy) in Unit 1,
Social Life in Rome in the 1st Century AD
(including gladiators, baths and chariotracing) in Unit 2 and The Ancient Olympic
Games and Panathenaia in Unit 3.

Controlled Assessment
This is the Evaluative Study which forms Unit
4 and is the end product of studying one of
eight prescribed topics. Each topic is based
on the study of primary classical sources on
a particular theme. Students must produce a
piece of work of about 2000 words in a period
of three to four hours in response to the
controlled assessment task.
Field Trip
Although by no means compulsory, students
are very much encouraged to take part in the
Year 10 Classics study trip to Pompeii and the
Bay of Naples, which normally takes place in
the Easter holiday or May half term.
Beyond GCSE
Classical Civilisation is an option at Standard
Level in Group 3 (Humanities) of the IB
hexagon. While the GCSE course is not a
requirement for entry to the IB course, it is of
undoubted benefit.
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DRAMA

QUALIFICATION: SSC Sevenoaks School Certificate

Aims
The course enables a practical and critical
study of the art of Drama and Theatre, and for
each student to develop as a dramatic artist in
their own right:
l

as a creative and skilled practitioner – well
versed in a complex art form

l

as an effective and independent learner

l

as a socially and culturally aware citizen

l

as an empathetic, observant and selfconfident individual.

Content
Students develop a range of skills, knowledge
and critical appreciation in three main areas:
creating, performing and evaluating. The
holistic programme of study encourages
students to connect these three areas
and places great emphasis on individual
responsibility and team work.

The course is divided in two parts. Firstly, a
foundation year, that provides a broad and
creative overview of drama and theatre. This
is followed by a production year, featuring
all of the assessments: a substantial public
performance; an individual practical research
project; and a written exam with two essay
questions (contextual evaluation of a live
performance and synoptic reflection).
Quality, not quantity of assessments ensure
more time for learning, reflection and
creativity.
Assessments
1. A Devised Public Production
Performance within a large group for a
recognised public audience.
2. Practical Research Project
Performance or presentation within a small
group, which is the result of an individual
exploration of an artistic interpretation of part
of a published script.
3. Written Examination
Two essay questions
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ENGLISH LANGUAGE

QUALIFICATION: IGCSE Edexcel
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Aims
During this two year course students will
prepare for the Edexcel IGCSE English
Language examination. The aim of this course
is to encourage students to :
l

write accurately in a range of styles i.e.
personal writing, the construction of
letters, reports and formal essays

l

read with comprehension both fiction and
non-fiction

l

develop a sophisticated vocabulary

l

understand and use a wide range of
rhetorical devices

l

to speak and listen in a range of different
contexts, i.e to deliver an individual speech
or to work in a small group.

Examination (70%)
All students will be entered at the Higher
Tier. The exam requires students to undertake
comprehension questions on two non-fiction
passages and to write in a series of directed
responses, i.e. a newspaper article or a
formal letter.
Coursework (30%)
Two pieces of coursework are required; one
personal and one as a response to a prescribed
anthology. There is an orally assessed
component.
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ENGLISH LITERATURE

QUALIFICATION: SSC Sevenoaks School Certificate

Aims
During the English Literature course students
will prepare for the Sevenoaks School
Certificate. The aim of the course is to:
l

provide a rigorous and stimulating
exploration of a variety of ambitious
literary works from different genres,
traditions, places and periods

l

develop an ability to respond critically
and independently to features of content
and style

l

speak and write about text with clarity
and insight

l

encourage an enthusiasm for reading

l

prepare students for IB Group 1 courses.
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Examination (60%)
The examination consists of two essay
questions. The first requires a response to an
unseen poem, the second an essay on texts
studied during the course.
Coursework (40%)
During the two years students are required to
study four texts across all genres and historic
periods with one text from another culture.
The coursework folder comprises of three
essays, including one on Shakespeare. An
independently researched on-line project,
on a text of the student’s own choosing, is
designed to develop research skills and foster
the skills of independent thinking and writing.
There is a compulsory oral component which
contributes to the final grade.
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GEOGRAPHY

QUALIFICATION: IGCSE Cambridge

Aims
Encourage students to develop:
l

a sense of place and an understanding of
relative location on a local, regional and
global scale

l

an awareness of the characteristics and
distribution of contrasting physical and
human environments

l

an understanding of some of the processes
affecting the development of such
environments

l

an understanding of the spatial effects of
the ways in which people interact with
each other and their environments

l

an understanding of different
communities and cultures throughout the
world and an awareness of the contrasting
opportunities and constraints presented
by different environments.

Content
The course provides background to
some of the key issues facing the world
today, such as food and water shortages,
climatic change and natural disasters. The
curriculum is divided into three themes
which are collectively designed to develop an
understanding of both the natural and human
environment: Population and Settlement,
The Natural Environment and Economic
Development and the Use of Resources.
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Units studied include Population dynamics,
Settlement, Plate tectonics, Landforms and
landscape processes, Weather, Climate and
vegetation, Energy and water, Industry and
Environmental risks and benefits.
Assessment
The four assessment objectives in Geography
are: Knowledge with understanding,
Analysis, Judgment and decision making and
Investigation (enquiry skills, practical skills
and presentation skills). All students sit
three papers.
Fieldtrips
During the course, there are two one day
‘local’ field trips and one six day residential
fieldtrip. The focus is on data collection, data
analysis and geographical awe and wonder:
l

a local field trip to investigate changing
river characteristics, processes and
landforms

l

a local urban study

l

a six-day expedition to Iceland, in the first
week of the summer holidays at the end of
Year 10.
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GREEK

QUALIFICATION: GCSE OCR

Aims
Students will normally have studied Classical
Greek for a year or more before starting the
GCSE course. GCSE Greek provides students
with a varied educational experience; the
language elements of the course encourage
clear thinking and logical problemsolving, the literature elements encourage
interpretation and creativity, and the subject
as a whole encourages an enthusiasm for the
personalities, ideas and achievements of the
ancient world.

Content and Structure
The course is made up of four units. There are
two compulsory units:
l

Classical Greek Language 1 –
comprehension exercises and translation
from Greek to English. The subject matter
will be either mythological or related to
Greek domestic life

l

Classical Greek Language 2 –
comprehension exercises and translation
from Greek to English. The subject matter
will be historical

l

Paper 3 – appreciation and understanding
of prose set texts

l

Paper 4 – appreciation and understanding
of verse set texts.

Therefore, the aims of the GCSE Greek course
are to encourage students to:
l

l

develop an appropriate level of
competence in the Classical Greek
language
make an informed and personal response
to the literature studied, which could be
extracts from a Greek tragedy, Herodotus’
Histories or Homer’s epics, the Iliad and
Odyssey

l

gain a broader perspective on the cultural
and linguistic heritage of Europe, and
develop a systematic approach to
grammar and meaning in all languages,
including English

l

develop a deeper understanding of
today’s issues through the discussion of
ideas prevalent in classical Greek times
and their influence on modern civilisation.
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Each paper is worth 25% of the total marks.
Beyond GCSE
It is necessary to have studied Greek to GCSE
to take the subject in the Sixth Form. Greek is
an option at both Higher and Standard Level
in Group 2 (languages) of the IB hexagon. It is
possible to study both Greek and Latin if the
second language is taken from Group 6.
Field Trip
Although by no means compulsory, students
are very much encouraged to take part in the
Year 10 Classics study trip to Pompeii and the
Bay of Naples, which normally takes place in
the Easter holiday or May half term.

27

HISTORY

QUALIFICATION: IGCSE CIE

Aims
The course aims to produce thoughtful,
inquisitive and well-informed students
with the powers of critical analysis that are
essential to understanding and interpreting
the modern world. The course is designed to
give an understanding of the main events of
20th century world history, and to develop
the written skills of analysis, explanation and
evaluation.
Content and Structure
The course is a broad survey of international
relations during the 20th Century, from 1918
to 1989. The main topics include peacemaking
after the First World War, the League of
Nations, the Great Depression, the origins
of the Second World War, the origins and
development of the Cold War including the
imposition of Communism in Eastern Europe,
the Cuban Missile Crisis and US intervention
in Vietnam, and the rise and fall of the
apartheid regime in South Africa.
A depth study on the USA 1919-41 covers the
political, economic and social changes within
the period.
A coursework essay on an aspect of apartheid
South Africa is written in Year 11.
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Methods of Assessment
There are two written papers, both of which
are taken at the end of Year 11.
Paper 1: Questions on international relations
1919-39, the Cold War, and the USA 19191941. The paper length is 2 hours (40% of the
total mark).
Paper 2: A source-based examination on one
aspect: either International Relations, 1918-39
or the Cold War. The paper length is 1 hour 30
minutes (33% of the total mark).
Coursework: One written task will be
completed by all students in Year 11 (27% of
the total mark).
Beyond GCSE
As well as helping to produce thoughtful,
well-informed, critical students, the IGCSE
course is an excellent preparation for the
study of IB History.
Field Trip
There is a study trip to Washington and New
York for Year 10 students; this complements
the work on the US depth study.

the MIDDLE SCHOOL CURRICULUM | AT SEVENOAKS

the MIDDLE SCHOOL CURRICULUM | AT SEVENOAKS

29

30

the MIDDLE SCHOOL CURRICULUM | AT SEVENOAKS

LATIN

QUALIFICATION: GCSE OCR

Aims
GCSE Latin involves a systematic study of the
Latin language as well as reading selections
of literature by Roman authors. A substantial
proportion of the GCSE grammatical content
will have been covered by the end of year 9; in
year 10, therefore, students will soon begin to
encounter unadapted Latin literature and start
to discuss the style and content of what they
have read.
Prescribed set texts change all the time, but
previous GCSE literature selections have
included Virgil’s account of Dido’s doomed
love affair and subsequent suicide, Pliny’s
letter describing the eruption of Vesuvius,
Catullus’ love poetry, and the Druids’ practices
of human sacrifice.
Therefore, the aims of the course in Latin are to
encourage students to:
l

develop, at an appropriate level,
competence in reading Latin

l

read, understand, appreciate and make a
personal response to Latin literature in the
original language

l

develop an analytical approach to
language by seeing English in relation to
a language of a very different structure
and by observing the influence of Latin on
English

l

acquire some understanding of Roman
civilisation, thereby developing a sensitive
understanding of the motives and
attitudes of people of a different time and
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culture, as well as Rome’s influence on the
modern world.
Content and Structure
At the end of the course students will sit four
papers for the exam:
l

Latin language 1 – passages of Latin for
translation and comprehension based on
mythology and Roman domestic life

l

Latin language 2 – passages of Latin for
translation and comprehension based on
Roman history

l

Paper 3 – appreciation and understanding
of prose set texts

l

Paper 4 – appreciation and understanding
of verse set texts

Each paper is worth 25% of the total marks.
Beyond GCSE
It is necessary to have studied Latin at this
level in order to take it in the Sixth Form.
Latin is an option at both Higher and
Standard Level in Group 2 (languages) of the
IB Hexagon, and can also be taken as a second
language in group 6.
Field Trip
Although by no means compulsory, students
are very much encouraged to take part in the
Year 10 Classics study trip to Pompeii and the
Bay of Naples, which normally takes place in
the Easter holiday or May half term.
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MATHEMATICS

QUALIFICATION: IGCSE Edexcel

32

Aims
The Department aims to provide enthusiastic
and patient help, encouragement and advice
to individuals and to groups to enable
all students at Sevenoaks to experience
something of the enjoyment and sense of
achievement that comes from a fluent and
confident understanding of Mathematics.
Sevenoaks mathematicians have flexible
approaches to problem-solving and an
appreciation of Mathematics as a tool with
which to communicate, describe, explain
and predict.
Content
Students are encouraged to push their
Mathematics as far as they possibly can, both
for their own satisfaction and so that they are
properly prepared for the demands of the IB
course. All students take the Edexcel IGCSE
in Mathematics (Specification A) (4MA0) at
Higher Tier. Roughly half the year group take
an extra qualification as well – the Additional
Mathematics FSMQ (Free-standing
Mathematics Qualification.)

Assessment
Assessment of all examinations takes the form
of written papers towards the end of Year 11.
All papers allow the use of calculators – the
division of material between papers being
arbitrary. There is no coursework component
to any of the qualifications.
Beyond IGCSE
Students wanting to study Mathematics at
Higher level are expected to gain an A* at
IGCSE and an A or B at Additional Maths in
Year 11. Those wanting to study Mathematics
at Standard Level are expected to gain an A* at
IGCSE and grade A-C at Additional Maths. All
others are advised to join the Maths Studies
Standard Level course.
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MODERN LANGUAGES

QUALIFICATION: IGCSE CIE (French, German, Spanish and Mandarin)
GCSE Edexcel (Russian)
Aims
1. To develop students’ ability to understand
and communicate effectively in the target
language.
2. To help students develop a solid
understanding of the grammar and syntax
of the language they are studying.
3. To offer insights into the culture and
civilisation of the countries where the
language is spoken; this may include the
study of literature.
Content and Structure
All languages are available both to complete
beginners and to those with prior experience
of the language, except for Mandarin,
which is offered as an advanced course
only. A separate bilingual class exists in
French, whilst bilingual students may be
taught separately by a Language Assistant
in German and Spanish if there is sufficient
demand.
We lay considerable emphasis on promoting
our students’ ability to speak and write
accurately in the target language as well
as to understand both native speakers
and authentic texts. A sound command of
grammar is an indispensable element in the
four skills and an essential requirement for
the study of languages beyond Year 11.
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The programme of studies explores areas of
experience such as everyday activities, the
world around us, personal and social life and
the world of work. The course offers another
dimension: the international world which
allows students to explore cultural aspects
of the target language society and to keep up
to date with current affairs in the countries
where the language studied is spoken. It is
designed to help students build the expected
cultural knowledge for the study of IB
language courses.
Methods of Assessment
IGCSE (French, German, Spanish and
Mandarin): Students are entered for the
Extended Curriculum. The four skills of
listening, reading, speaking, writing are given
equal weighting in the final examination.
No dictionaries are allowed. Papers and
instructions are all in the target language.
There is no coursework element.
Edexcel GCSE (Russian): Students are
entered for the full GCSE course. In the final
examination, the listening and reading papers
are weighted 23% each, while the speaking
and writing papers are weighted 27% each.
There is no coursework element.
Common to all awarding bodies: in listening
and reading comprehensions, students must
be able to understand and identify main points
as well as details in a variety of types of spoken
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MODERN LANGUAGES continued

messages or authentic texts. They need to be
able to recognise points of view, attitudes and
emotions and to draw conclusions.
In speaking and writing students must be
able to initiate and develop conversations and
discussions, and narrate events both factually
and imaginatively. They need to speak
confidently, with good pronunciation. They
must be able to express and justify ideas and
points of view using a variety of vocabulary,
more sophisticated structures and verb tenses.
Finally, the style must be appropriate and the
script generally accurate.
Bilingual students take the Foreign Language
IGCSE in Year 10, and are entered for the
First Language IGCSE in Year 11 if they are
judged to have reached the required standard.
This is a more demanding qualification
comprising the study of literature. Aimed
at native speakers, it prepares students for
the Language A course in the Sixth Form,
which qualifies students for the IB’s Bilingual
Diploma.
Exchanges and trips
Spending time in the target-language country
is of paramount importance. It gives a huge
boost to students’ confidence, particularly in
their speaking and listening skills. Staying
with a family as part of an exchange or a
study trip is the most effective means of
enhancing linguistic skills and of experiencing
the culture.
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Those who study French will have had
the opportunity to participate in a French
exchange or study trip in Year 9. When in Year
10 and 11, students have the opportunity of
going on a French Ski Trip over the February
half term.
We offer our Year 10 German students the
opportunity to take part in the exchange to
Ibbenbüren which takes place either side
of Easter. Students of Spanish have the
opportunity to take part in an exchange to
Málaga in Year 10 in October half term. A
study trip to Santiago de Compostela takes
place at the same time and is an alternative
to the exchange option. Students who choose
Russian for GCSE have the option to go to
Moscow and St Petersburg on a study trip
over Easter during Year 10 which involves a
service project. There is also a language trip to
China during the summer holidays.
Beyond Year 11
In the Sixth Form, students have the
opportunity to continue studying the
language(s) they sat in Year 11 at Standard or
Higher Level and/or to start another language
as an Ab Initio course at IB Standard Level in
either: Italian, Mandarin or Spanish (Spanish
Ab Initio is not open to those who have
studied Spanish for more than one year as part
of their school curriculum).
For the study of all other modern languages in
the Sixth Form a GCSE, or the equivalent, is a
necessary qualification.
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MUSIC

QUALIFICATION: SSC Sevenoaks School Certificate

Aims
1. To encourage the study and appreciation
of all forms of music.
2. To foster students’ aesthetic development
and creative skills.
3. To develop students’ critical responses
to music.
4. To allow students to focus on music
which appeals to them.
Course Content
l Students focus on the three disciplines
and skills of composition, performance
and analysis
l

l

l

Students are encouraged to pursue an
active interest in their main instrument/
voice, to explore the department’s ICT
creative resources as appropriate to their
interests, and to take part in the wealth of
ensemble activities available
The musical study for the analysis unit
is chosen from areas of Western classical
music, selected world music styles and
selected popular styles in the 20th century
Students additionally choose a topic of
personal interest and produce a project
on this.
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Assessment
Assessment is by a mixture of composing
and performing tasks undertaken over
the duration of the course and an end-ofcertificate examination.
Students engage in individual assignments as
well as group projects and present their work
both orally and in written form, as follows:
l

Musical composition (25%) – a minimum
of one piece of creative work, lasting at
least 3 minutes, is assessed as well as a
reflective statement on the process
of composition

l

Musical performance (25%) – a minimum
of two performances are assessed as well
as the candidate’s contribution to musical
activity during the course and their
reflections on their work

l

Listening and analysis (40%) – an
examination in which students write short
answers on up to eleven short extracts
of music

l

Personal project (10%) – one project,
chosen by the candidate in conjunction
with the music department.
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music History

QUALIFICATION: SSC Sevenoaks School Certificate

Aims
l To encourage the study and appreciation
of the evolution of Western music.
l

To allow students to put the evolution of
Western music into a historical context.

Course overview
Unit 1
Introduction to Western classical music from
the middle ages to the present day.
This unit investigates the political, social and
economic reasons why the music of a period
evolved in the manner that it did. Students
will write three essays during this unit and
final assessment will be in the form of an
examined written paper.
Unit 2
Popular music in the 20th century.
Students will look at ten essays, written
by staff and designed to be in some way
controversial. Students will discuss these
essays and write three of their own,
synthesising some views of others and
their own personal experiences. Final
assessment will be in the form of an examined
written paper.
Unit 3
10 pieces which shaped the development of
Western classical music.
This unit looks at the historical context in
which ten significant pieces were composed
and assesses their impact. Students will
write two essays during this unit and final
assessment will be in the form of an examined
written paper.
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Unit 4
Specialist study
This unit will look at one closely defined area
of Western classical music in detail. Students
will be required to take one area and give an
oral presentation on it as well as complete
one essay of up to 1000 words on an area
chosen by the teacher. As well as assessing the
presentation, there will also be an assessment
in the form of an examined written paper.
Unit 5
Personal Project
Students will be required to complete a
project of up to 2,000 words on a topic of their
choice.
Assessment
Coursework (20%) will take the form of
the personal project (15%) and the oral
presentation (5%).
Paper 1 assesses units 1 and 2.
Paper 2 assesses units 3 and 4.
In both papers, students are required to write
three essays, taking at least one question from
each unit. All questions carry the same amount
of marks and both papers are worth 40% of the
qualification.
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SCIENCES

Triple Science: Biology, Chemistry, Physics
QUALIFICATION: IGCSE Edexcel
Aims
It is the aim of the Science Department to
create a learning environment which makes
the study of science a positive and enjoyable
experience for all students. Through well
designed studies of experimental and practical
science, we aim to provide a worthwhile
experience for all students that will enable
them to acquire sufficient understanding and
knowledge to become confident citizens in a
technological world. They will be able to take
or develop an informed interest in matters
of scientific importance, and will be suitably
prepared for further studies in and beyond the
Sixth Form.

current scientific research. From the courses
we follow, students are made aware of the
importance of science in the 21st Century.
Methods of assessment
Each science is assessed at the end of the
course. Assessment comprises a core paper
(two-thirds of the final mark) and an extension
paper (one-third of the final mark). There is no
coursework in IGCSE Science.

Course content and structure
Each science set is taught Physics, Chemistry
and Biology separately. We follow the Edexcel
International Examinations syllabus for
IGCSE in all three sciences; this leads to three
separate grades at IGCSE. The ‘real world’
applications of all three sciences are stressed
throughout the course. In addition, students
are introduced to topics which are relevant to
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TECHNOLOGY

QUALIFICATION: SSC Sevenoaks School Certificate

Aims
This course provides opportunities for
students to foster awareness, understanding
and expertise in the use of ICT and Design.
The course encourages the acquisition of a
body of knowledge applicable to solving
practical and technological problems utilising
digital resources to their true potential.
Content and Structure
The content of this new and exciting
specification provides a coherent course of
study for students, whether they wish to
pursue the study of Design, Computing or
another ‘Technological’ course in the future.
The course explores most of the popular
software packages including Microsoft Office
applications and the Adobe Master collection
(Photoshop, Dreamweaver, Illustrator etc.) as
well as some more bespoke titles specific to
the elective chosen.

Electives
Electives in Robotics (electronics, mechanical
design and programming) or Visual
Communication (graphics, advanced
computer aided design and graphical
communication) are available. These both
follow the same core material relating to
the nature of design within the context of
the discipline chosen, whilst adding specific
advanced skills in those electives to students.
Only one elective can be studied during the
two year course.
Skills
ICT skills are taught through a technological
context, developing skills and knowledge of a
group of related, technological resource areas.
Students become more than competent users
of ICT and technology, are able to retouch
images with astonishing ease, finesse their
digital edits with precision and use their new
skills for better workflow and more engaging
content whatever the context, in school or
beyond.
Practical experience is used to create a broad
understanding of technology rather than
an in-depth knowledge of any particular
material or process.

44

the MIDDLE SCHOOL CURRICULUM | AT SEVENOAKS

the MIDDLE SCHOOL CURRICULUM | AT SEVENOAKS

45

SUBJECT CHOICES

how to make choices

Compulsory subjects are English
Language, English Literature,
Mathematics, three Sciences and the
Middle School Core – Critical Perspectives
leading to 10 Ideas. Students will also
take one subject from Group A (Classical
Civilisation, Geography, History) and
one from Group B (French, German,
Spanish, Russian).
In addition to the above compulsory subjects
students will take two further courses from:
l Art
l Art History
l Drama
l Music
l Music History
l Technology (Robotics)
l Technology (Visual Communications)
(Students may not take two Technology
Courses)
l Classical Civilisation
l Geography
l History
l French
l German
l Russian
l Spanish
l Mandarin
(a continuation course for students with
significant prior experience of learning
Mandarin Chinese)
l Latin
l Latin & Greek
(This counts as ONE course)
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Students will take a straw poll in late
November. This is simply an indication of
likely choices to assist staffing and not a
commitment to the indicated subjects.
Actual choices will be made in late January
following the Parents Evening in Mid-January.
The subjects will be arranged in timetable
blocks to maximise the number of choices.
Most, but not all, combinations will be
possible. Please note that the provision of
courses is subject to sufficient numbers and the
availability of resources.
Further advice on subject choices is available
from Tim Jones, Academic Deputy Head
(TCJ@sevenoaksschool.org).
Audrey Franks
Director of Administration
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For more information visit the school website www.sevenoaksschool.org
The information in this booklet was correct at the time of publication but may subsequently change.
Designed by: Graham Cook
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