Preparatory School

Welcome to St Hilary’s
St Hilary’s is situated in the heart of Godalming and
is a preparatory day school and nursery for boys
(2-7 years) and girls (2-11 years). Pupils’ talents are
developed and children are allowed to achieve their
best in a dynamic, vibrant yet nurturing environment.
The school is proud of the range of scholarships it secures annually and the
competitive and prestigious schools pupils go on to. St Hilary’s takes its
responsibility very seriously in securing the best next school for each pupil.
However, it is not all about results. It is equally important that the boys and girls
enjoy their time at school and that they buzz with excitement and anticipation with
the wide breadth of opportunities we can offer. This is what engenders the pupils
to develop a love of learning and a thirst for knowledge.
We provide specialist subject teaching by dedicated staff at an early age in small
class sizes. Music, drama and competitive sport also play an important part in school
life and outside of lessons; there is a rich programme of extra-curricular activities.
At St Hilary’s, we believe that children need to take risks with their learning,
become independent learners and develop resilience and true grit. Additionally,
we believe that pupils need to show respect and tolerance and to have empathy
and compassion. And of course, good old fashioned manners still go a long way!
We hope this publication will give you a flavour of St Hilary’s. Please do look at our
website for further information and if you haven’t visited us already, we would be
delighted to welcome you, show you our school and discuss your child’s education.
Mrs Jane Whittingham,
Headmistress B Ed Cert Prof Prac SpLD

Wonderful nurturing environment - a school
that achieves the right balance in every way.
A fantastic safe, secure foundation has been
provided for all three of my children. Strong clear
leadership of the school led by a Head that
knows and understands each of the children well.
St Hilary’s parent

The overall quality and
standards of the EYFS are
outstanding. Children make
excellent progress relative
to their ability and needs.
Independent Schools Inspectorate
Early Years Foundation Stage 2014

St Hilary’s has a personal, accessible
environment with a happy atmosphere - buzzy
is an over-used word at St Hilary’s but that’s
because it is true - when you come into school,
girls and boys are happy, chatty, running and
buzzing - this makes it very different to other
schools I’ve visited where children do not look
so relaxed and enthused.
Year 2 parent

It is evident that St Hilary’s is a very
special place and that the children’s
welfare is at the very centre of everything
that you do. We are very grateful to you
and your staff who always seem to go that
extra mile and help to make the school
the vibrant and nurturing environment it is.
Year 5 parent

I have been so impressed with the school and how well my
daughter has adapted so quickly to the new environment. She is
thriving and enjoying all aspects of the new activities she is doing.
Year 3 parent

I love the school dinners. Roast dinner is my favourite and I’ve even tried cauliflower for the first time!

Year 2 pupil

My daughter has
gained in confidence
no end and we have
never seen her happier.
On top of all of this, the
quality and quantity of
things she is learning is
truly impressive.
St Hilary’s parent

The quality of
pupils’ learning
and achievement is
excellent. Pupils of
all abilities achieve
highly in all aspects
of their learning.
Independent Schools Inspectorate

A thriving, buzzy place with a warm
and happy atmosphere and very
impressive academic achievements
for a non-selective school.
The Good Schools Guide

We couldn’t be happier with the way
our daughter has settled in at St Hilary’s.
We are so delighted that she is so content
and feel that this is due to the school’s
atmosphere of warmth and also to the
skill and friendliness of her teachers.
Reception Class parent

Good, better, best.
Never let it rest.
‘Til your good is better
and your better best.
St Hilary’s mantra

St Hilary’s gave me the confidence to believe I could try anything.

Head Girl 2015 - 2016

St Hilary’s values the individual child and doesn’t
try to make a set of high-achieving clones.
The school values the whole child, having a range
of skills; academic, sporting and personal/social.
Year 2 parent

Ronnie is a good listener and he helps us to enjoy reading aloud.

Year 5 pupil

Leaver Destinations
•
•
•
•
•
•

Aldro
Alton Convent
Amesbury
Bedales
Benenden
Christ’s Hospital

•
•
•
•
•
•

Churcher’s College
Cranleigh
Edgeborough
Farlington
Farnborough Hill
Frensham Heights

•
•
•
•
•
•

Guildford High School
King Edward’s
Lanesborough
Longacre
More House
Pennthorpe

•
•
•
•
•
•

Prior’s Field
Queen’s Gate
Rodborough
Seaford
St Catherine’s
St Edmund’s

•
•
•
•
•

St Swithun’s
St Teresa’s
The Royal
Tormead
Wycombe Abbey

Non tibi sed omnibus
Not for thyself but for all
School motto

St Hilary’s
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