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St Joseph’s  
feels different.  
And that’s the 
way we like it
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Welcome
We make no 
apologies for 
our infectious 
enthusiasm
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I want your child to enjoy every single minute of their time with us. 

I feel sure that you want your child to reach their full potential whilst being happy, 
helpful and healthy. In each child we nurture a desire to pursue and achieve excellence, 
to be vibrant and creative and to build strong values and lifelong friendships. 

Within our outstanding facilities and extensive grounds, we blend the very best of the 
traditions of an independent school with the most cutting-edge educational resources 
and practices. Children are provided with a multitude of academic, artistic and sporting 
opportunities. These are enriched by a dazzling array of educational trips and an 
extensive range of extra-curricular clubs and activities. 

Parental support and partnerships are vital to our success. Together, our children 
start looking outside of themselves and seeing how they can contribute within and 
beyond school. They come to believe that when you try to be the best you can be, then 
everything is possible.

I can only give you a sense of the spirit and togetherness between pupils, parents 
and staff, which draws comment from all our visitors; I encourage you to come and 
experience the atmosphere for yourself.

Mrs Vanessa Wood
Head of Prep School
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We’re after 
a different 
kind of 
result

Topping league tables is only one measure of a school. We’re equally happy to be known 
for our caring approach, warm atmosphere and inspirational teaching. We encourage our 
children to act with humility and kindness at all times, respecting others and the world 
around them. We give them the confidence to be their best, but without a big ego.

With smaller groups and a different emphasis, we’re able to teach so much more than times 
tables and grammar. 

And with parents collecting children from their classrooms, rather than the playground, we 
build deeper parent-teacher relationships.

“The quality of the pupils’ spiritual, moral, social and cultural development is excellent …
Children behave well and learn important life skills, such as sharing and politeness. They
work and play harmoniously, are kind to one another and take full advantage of the
learning experiences provided. They include others in their play, listen intently to
each other, and are keen to praise their peers for good work.” 
Independent Schools Inspectorate (March 2013)

6



The school’s ethos comes from a Christian 
educational tradition. It adds to the strength 
of the community and builds the self-belief 
of every child. And in the Christian spirit we 
embrace students, staff and visitors from all 
faiths and backgrounds.
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People notice our 
small class sizes, but 
there’s more to our 
success than numbers
St Joseph’s pupils leave the Prep school as compassionate young people  
you’d be proud to call your own. 

They also happen to have pretty impressive exam results.

All of our children make progress above national expectations, with the majority achieving the highest 
national standards possible. We also have an excellent learning support department which identifies 
and supports those children with specific learning differences. No one is left behind.

Children experience a rich and diverse curriculum – from philosophy to model making – taught by 
highly qualified teachers. Feedback to parents is regular and timely – doors are always open to parents 
to have a quick chat. And the cakes at parents’ evening are very nice too.

Developing your children. One inspiring experience after another. Learning isn’t confined to the 
classroom – we get out and about to make it exciting and hands-on. 

“The curriculum in the Prep School is both broad and varied; this allows all
pupils, including those with SEND and EAL, to achieve very well in an extensive
range of subjects... The curriculum ensures that pupils develop confidence and that  
they are challenged to do their best, mentally, physically and creatively.” 
Independent Schools Inspectorate (March 2013)
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We are tenacious, flexible and creative. So when it snows we 
analyse snow crystal structures and learn about climates, 
complete with talks on mountaineering and ice climbing.



Warning: contains 
hordes of contagiously 
enthusiastic children
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In 2007 we challenged our architects to translate the 
ethos of the school into bricks, mortar and tiny wooden 
chairs. We needed a building that would wrap itself 
around the children to make them feel safe, while 
respecting the environment. It must be at once a source 
of awe and wonder, while providing somewhere for 
them to let off steam after a tough spelling test.

We could talk about the circular library, the wi-fi enabled 
building and the interactive whiteboards from now until 
the bell goes, but we’d rather you come and see it all for 
yourself.  While you’re here you can take a walk around 
our 56 acres of green space – which the children find 
perfect for kicking leaves, entomology or even hiding 
Easter eggs. 
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Competition 
isn’t a dirty 

word. 
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At St Joseph’s we encourage competition and collaboration 
in sport, art, music, dance and drama. Not everyone can 
play the lead role, nor can they all captain the netball team. 
But we ensure that each child knows the value of their 
contribution.

It’s a fairly noisy place…
Each year our nursery, infants and juniors put on a fantastic 
nativity play, summer drama productions, a Christmas 
Concert, Carol Service, Easter Extravaganza and a music 
competition. And all musicians – from beginner recorder 
players to grade 5 cellists – are encouraged to play in 
assembly. 

…and muddy too
Our children take part in team sports early on. Interschool 
team sports start at age seven and quickly encourage them to 
become organised and responsible for their own equipment – 
no one forgets their shin pads twice! When travelling to away 
fixtures we like to be remembered for all the right reasons, 
both by winning and demonstrating good sportsmanship at 
all times. 

We’re known for our rugby but that’s just 
the tip of the dirty kit pile. 
We also have county level players in gymnastics, boys’  
and girls’ cricket, table tennis, swimming, tennis, squash, 
hockey and cross country. 
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Athletics Badminton Cricket Cycling Dance Football Gymnastics 
Hockey Indoor Athletics Karate Mini Rugby Mini Tennis Netball 
Outdoor Adventurous Activities Rounders Rugby Sailing Short Tennis 
Swimming Table Tennis Tennis Acoustic guitar Cello Choirs Clarinet 
Electric Guitar Flute French Horn Percussion Piano Recorder Samba 
Saxophone Singing Trombone Trumpet Violin
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We don’t use 
the word 
‘outstanding’ 
lightly 
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And neither do Ofsted 
or the Independent 

Schools Inspectorate
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The education and care we provide in the Nursery and Reception Class is 
rated Excellent in every area by ISI in both 2010 and 2013.  

Our nursery children thrive on a routine of Playdough, make-believe, 
sticking, games, baking and story-time. So we apologise in advance if they 
aren’t too keen to come home at the end of the day!

All areas of the Nursery and Early Years Curriculum are covered, and each 
child’s development is carefully assessed through structured learning.  
They enjoy twice weekly PE lessons and regular outings – collecting leaves 
or going to the theatre. Seeing older children and siblings take part in 
plays, assemblies and sports matches provides the perfect preparation for 
‘big’ school.

Little St Jo’s is open Monday to Friday 8.30am to 5.30pm term time. 

Our highly experienced staff members deploy themselves excellently, 
positively supporting every stage of children’s development.

“The EYFS gives children an excellent start to their 
education and this is maintained through their time 
in the Prep School, where high quality management 
and leadership at all levels results in highly effective 
teaching, provision and care for pupils.”

“The quality and standards of the EYFS are excellent. 
All children make excellent progress and achieve better 
than age-related expectations in all areas of learning. 
The Reception children use their phonic knowledge 
to read and write sentences confidently. Their 
understanding of number is well developed and they 
have a growing knowledge of concepts such as number 
bonds and addition.” 

“The children’s progress in the EYFS is carefully 
monitored and staff analyse the results so that future 
planning matches the children’s needs. Excellent use 
is made of the wide range of resources, both indoors 
and out. These are stored suitably to allow children to 
access them independently. Children take responsibility 
for their own equipment and keep their environment 
orderly.”

“Children in the EYFS develop strongly, both 
personally and socially. The nursery children have 
helped to compile and sign up to a set of values, and 
the Prep School code of conduct has been adopted by 
the Reception class. Children behave well and learn 
important life skills, such as sharing and politeness. 
They work and play harmoniously, are kind to one 
another and take full advantage of the learning 
experiences provided. They include others in their play, 
listen intently to each other, and are keen to praise their 
peers for good work.”

Independent Schools Inspectorate (March 2013)



Making  
time for  
play

Opening hours that work  
for working parents
Drop off from 8.00am
Nursery opens 8.30am 
Clubs and prep run until 4.45pm 
Junior prep until 5.30pm
Nursery and Infant Late Stay until 5.30pm

Clubs
Art Badminton Biscuit barrel Chess 
Construction (lego and model making 
rather than bricklaying!) Cricket Dance 
Drama Fitness session Football training 
Judo Junior choir Library Meditation 
Mini rugby Mixed football Orchestra 
Samba band Short tennis Story book 
Table tennis Table top games Textiles

After school clubs 
and lunchtime clubs
At the first parents’ evening of each school year 
we ask parents about the sports and activities 
their children enjoy, or would like to try. As far as 
possible we use this to put together an exciting 
schedule of clubs which changes every term.
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Same ethos,
bigger shoes
We want your children to be the best they can, wherever life takes them. 

By the time they are ready to progress into our senior school, the skills of life-long learning are 
well and truly established. Pupils are confident about their potential, familiar with the wider 
College environment and are ready to move seamlessly to the next stage of their educational 
career.

Expectations are the same in the senior school as the junior – we expect everyone to be their 
best, whether that’s in the exam room, on the hockey pitch, or representing the school. And of 
course, there is the same rich and diverse curriculum and inspirational teaching, right through 
to Sixth Form.

“The contribution of teaching in the Prep School is excellent… Teachers and
Teaching Assistants know their pupils very well and lessons are exceptionally well planned, 
with clear learning intentions and varied activities matched to the pupils’ needs. This means 
that teaching is highly effective in promoting the pupils’ progress… Excellent use is made of 
national assessment data and teachers’ assessments to track the performance of individuals 
and groups… The marking of the pupils’ work is excellent. It is very thorough, containing positive 
comments, practical suggestions for improvement and appropriately set targets.”
Independent Schools Inspectorate (March 2013)
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www.stjos.co.uk
St Joseph’s College, Belstead Road, Ipswich, IP2 9DR
Tel: 01473 690281  Email: Admissions@stjos.co.uk


