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Mrs Danielle Clarke  BA HONS, PGCE, NPQH
Principal

Thank you for considering St Joseph’s College, our independent 
day and boarding school for boys and girls aged 3-18.

St Joseph’s College is a small school of around 570 students, 
including 105 boarders. There are 72 teaching staff and 89 
support staff.

The school has always welcomed international students from 
places as far apart as Europe, Africa and Asia. We offer full, 
weekly and flexi-boarding, as well as home stay places for 
students who are 16 years or older. 

Many parents and students see boarding at St Joseph’s as 
a stepping stone to university. Perhaps that is because it 
encourages independence and allows students to take more 
control of their time. Certainly the facilities we offer to boarding 
students enable them to enjoy their life at school to the full 
– resulting in some impressive exam results and outstanding 
performances in sports and the arts. 

What gives me the greatest pleasure, academic performance
aside, is seeing our students mature to become accomplished,
independently-minded, well-balanced individuals. I believe that
is in large measure due to the strong and supportive community
culture we maintain here at St Joseph’s College.

I hope this prospectus gives you a flavour of life at St Joseph’s 
and encourages you to find out more.
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Study

We want every child to be the best they 
can be. Strong academic performance and 
achievement are naturally the main focus 
for pupils of all abilities and skills. 

With care and encouragement, students at 
St Joseph’s College consistently outperform 
local and national academic standards.

Development

Although academic learning is the priority
at the College, it is complemented by a rich
programme of arts and sporting activities.

Students of all ages compete in
sports to a high level and perform

in public shows and recitals.

Study 
Development 
Enrichment 
St Joseph’s College believes in more than education through teaching. 
Our aim is to maintain an environment that supports every student’s 
growth from childhood to adulthood.

Our inspiring teaching and caring approach, offered in beautiful 
surroundings, combine to nurture children into confident, successful and
compassionate young people and imbue them with integrity, dignity and 
self-belief.



“I joined St Joseph’s 
because it is a well-
respected school, both 
locally and nationally.  
I want to further my 
studies in this school 
because I know it will  
take me where I want  
to be in life.”
Pedro Costa Coutinho

Enrichment

The College has a warm, friendly Christian
ethos and high expectations of its students,
academically and socially.

Our sense of community is important to us. 
Students support each other, developing  
life-long friendships as they progress from 
junior to upper school and on into the  
sixth form.
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“Boarding gave me 
lots of opportunities 
and helped me 
to become more 
confident.”
Tina Zhao

“Each boarding house 
conveys a strong sense  
of family.”
Independent Schools Inspectorate Report 2013

“Teachers and students 
are very generous and 
supportive. I met a lot of 
good people at St Joseph’s. 
It has been a really 
amazing journey.”
Mike Kong



Beautiful, landscaped campus

St Joseph’s College lies in a 60 acre park with
all facilities and accommodation on site. Safe 
and enclosed, the grounds are a peaceful 
haven close to the centre of the town and 
the main railway station, which offers fast 
connections to London. The Principal and 
boarding staff are resident on site.

One hour from London  
and Cambridge

Ipswich is a small market town in the South
East of England. Close to the coast and to 
many historic and lovely English villages, 
it is one of the safest places in the United 
Kingdom. In August 2015 it was voted the 
third happiest place to live in the UK.

King’s College, Cambridge

A stepping stone to top universities

Leavers’ destinations include Russell Group
and Times Top 20 universities, among them 
Oxford, Cambridge, Imperial College, LSE, St
Andrews, Trinity College Dublin, UCL, Bath,
York, Birmingham, King’s College 
London, Central St Martins, Durham and 
Loughborough.

Above average achievement

Classes are small and students are well-
motivated. Students of all abilities achieve 
well at St Joseph’s College across a large 
range of subjects to GCSE, IGCSE,  
Pre A  Level, BTEC and A Level.

Convenient access to London airports

International flights are easy from London 
Heathrow and Gatwick, Luton, Stansted and 
London City airports. Helicopter landing is 
available on the campus. F
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Studying at  
St Joseph’s College

“I met a great group of 
staff who provided me 
with so much help. I 
am really grateful and 
I will never forget my 
life at St Jo’s.”
Danny Li

St Joseph’s College invites boarders  
from 10-18, UK School years 7-13 (for  
international equivalents see table on page 18).

School years 7-8 
Prior to taking GCSE examinations, students study a 
broad, balanced curriculum developing knowledge, 
language and learning skills.

School years 9-11
Students study for GCSEs, usually taking ten from 
the following subjects:  English, Maths, Physics, 
Chemistry, Biology, Religious Education, Physical 
Education, French, Spanish, History, Business, 
Technology,  Computing, Food Technology, Music, 
Art, Drama, Photography and Dance.

School years 11-13
As students mature they can specialize and study to 
higher levels on a range of course types, all of which 
prepare them for higher education at college or 
university.

A Levels 
Subjects offered are: English Literature, Maths, 
Further Maths, Biology, Chemistry, Physics, 
Technology, French, Spanish, Geography, History, 
Business Studies, Psychology, Sociology, Economics, 
Art, Music, Drama and Photography.

BTEC 
Single or Triple Sport & Fitness, Business.

AS/A Level

Pre A Level
GCSE Physics, Maths and Chemistry, Business and 
English language.

IELTS
Specialist lessons to help prepare students for the 
IELTS examination.

Additional courses
Students of any age may wish to take up our one 
term language and cultural experience, or our 
summer school www.xkeys.co.uk



Students achieved some excellent 
GCSE results including one 
student who achieved 11 A* and 
1 A grade, who is now studying 
A Levels in St Joseph’s College 
Sixth Form. 

One A Level student achieved 4 
A* grades (Chemistry, Economics, 
Maths and Further Maths) and 
is now at UCL studying Finance 
and Mathematics.

We also offer IGCSEs in  
English and Geography.

“The leadership and 
management of boarding  
are excellent.”
Independent Schools Inspectorate Report 2013

99

“We feel valued  
and loved. We are  
all treated equally.  
We feel free to talk  
to staff about anything.”
Naomi Vunabandi



St Joseph’s College 
prepares you for entry to 
the UK’s top universities

Many of St Joseph’s students choose to go on 
to study at degree level at leading universities 
in the UK. The quality and the breadth of the 
education they receive at St Joseph’s prepares 
them for interview and entrance to many 
prestigious colleges.

Individual support with academic study

Class size has a big influence on performance 
and teaching. St Joseph’s College classes are 
small with motivated students and highly 
qualified staff. 

There are two hours supervised homework for 
boarders five nights per week, and teachers are 
available for additional support as required.

Form tutors and pastoral managers monitor
each student’s academic performance closely
and send six-weekly assessments to parents.
Boarding staff report on effort in class and
at home as well as monitoring student 
attainment against individual subject targets.

Support with university applications

Very experienced staff offer one-to-one  
support as students work on their all-important 
personal statements and complete their UCAS 
(Universities and Colleges Admissions Service) 
applications.

Visits to top universities are encouraged and
arranged.

Language support for international students

English language lessons (EAL) are included in 
the school fees for school years 9-13.
Additional private one-to-one, intensive  
English is also available at additional cost.

Learning takes place in classes alongside UK 
students. IGCSE English is offered in school years 
10 and 11, and IELTS in years 12 and 13. IELTS 
testing is available on the College campus and 
an overseas liaison officer is available at  
all times.
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“The sixth formers 
have the opportunity 
to mature and prepare 
for their next step into 
higher education.”
Independent Schools Inspectorate
Report 2013

“The relationship 
between the students 
and staff is perfect.”
Naomi Vunabandi
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The results speak  
for themselves
St Joseph’s College students consistently outperform national 
averages in GCSE and A Level examinations – the perfect 
preparation for university study.

A* - C St Joseph’s College National Average

A* - C entries 91% 69% 

Separate Sciences 100% 87%

Mathematics 86% 62%

English 89% 62%

Subject & Grade St Joseph’s College National Average

Biology (A*- B) 100% 51%

Chemistry (A*- A) 100% 33%

English (A*- C) 100% 75%

Mathematics (A*- C) 100% 64%

GCSE Results

A Level Results



Clubs, activities, trips and visits

Throughout the school week, during lunch breaks and in the
evening, there are as many as 130 diverse clubs and activities 
to join. Students can gain a wide appreciation of all kinds of 
subjects, including sports, music, drama, dance, computing 
and technology.

Extra opportunities for students boarding at the school 
include activities and visits each weekend, with sport available 
on three evenings per week.

Partly as entertainment but also to deepen understanding of 
academic subjects, there are many trips throughout the year. 
We regularly organise visits to London’s West End theatres, 
offer sports trips to watch matches, and take part in tours for 
rugby, hockey, cricket and netball. 

Broadening the cultural experience of our students, we offer
additional international art and cultural travel. Recent 
examples have included trips to Amsterdam, Rome and Paris.

Regular college events

Throughout the year, students are encouraged to help
with the regular cycle of services in the Chapel, including 
Remembrance Day, Harvest Festival, Mass and the Christmas 
Carol Service. The College is renowned for the musical 
it performs in a professional theatre over three nights in 
February – all Senior School students are given  
the opportunity to audition and perform, or to join the 
backstage crew.

The annual St Joseph’s Arts Festival takes place in June and 
encompasses theatre, music, dance, poetry, film and fine art.

Another highlight of the summer term is the Ball, for which 
students wear formal dress.

In October, the College hosts the National Schools Rugby
Festival. This important event in the England schools sporting 
calendar offers opportunities for all students to get involved, 
either on the field or off.

Qualifications and competitions

We encourage individual achievement in every way at St 
Joseph’s, including externally assessed competitions of all 
kinds. There are opportunities to compete nationally and 
internationally in maths, science, technology, sport, art and 
debating.

We also teach music to Royal School of Music examinations, 
and offer performance and public speaking qualifications 
through the London Academy of Music and Dramatic Art 
examinations, and fine art qualifications through Arts Award 
Silver and Bronze programmes.

Nurturing the leaders of tomorrow

Developing the confidence to think and act for yourself as 
well as to lead others is a vital part of growing up. 

Students at St Joseph’s have many opportunities to develop 
their independence and leadership, either in school as sixth 
form prefects, joining the student council, peer mentoring 
and buddying, or beyond the College boundaries through 
community service, fundraising for charities, taking the Duke 
of Edinburgh Award scheme, or working and travelling to 
Kenya to support an overseas charity.

12

We believe in developing the whole child 
Although academic performance is important, it does not come purely from studying core subjects. 
Students learn and develop more abilities through the wide range of extracurricular activities, 
events and opportunities offered by the school. 
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“Boarding means being able to talk to 
different people and learn from them. 
Having opportunities to be involved in 
activities even if you are not good at 
them and building your confidence and 
personality. Thank you St Jo’s.”
Tiffan Guan

“Outcomes for  
boarders are 
excellent.”
Independent Schools Inspectorate
Report 2013



“Boarding staff are 
dedicated individuals 
who display respect 
for those in their 
care, and use their 
boarding experience 
to strengthen their 
understanding of the 
boarders’ needs.”
Independent Schools Inspectorate 
Report 2013

St Joseph’s holds 
the top rating 
of ‘excellent’ for 
pastoral care and 
boarding by the 
UK Government’s 
Independent Schools 
Inspectorate

14



Complete care  
for your child  
away from home

“Arrangements for 
safeguarding boarders 
and ensuring their 
welfare are excellent.”
Independent Schools Inspectorate 
Report 2013

It is the responsibility of our trained 
and dedicated boarding staff to take 
complete care of your child – safety, 
well-being, happiness and progress – 
and they do so to the highest standard.

We offer high levels of security and 
health and safety at St Joseph’s College. 
Students are under our supervision 
24 hours per day, including registers, 
signing in and out and permission 
is always sought from parents and 
guardians for independently  
organised trips.

Students enjoy outstanding medical 
care and attention from a fully qualified 
on-site nurse, and from first-aid trained 
staff. Doctors, dentists and opticians are 
also available in the area.

We maintain a high quality kitchen for 
fresh food, which includes consideration 
for special dietary and religious needs.

Different religions are observed and 
supported, including taking students to 
their places of worship.

The boarding staff support team is 
multidisciplinary, providing complete 
support throughout the term: 

• Head of Boarding
• Heads of Boarding Houses
• Overseas Liaison Officer
• College Nurse
• Chaplain
• Independent Listener
• Safeguarding Officer
• Head and Assistant Heads of School
• Form Tutor
• Subject Teachers 

15
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Life in the 
boarding school  
The Boarding area is green, safe and enclosed and part of the main 
College campus. There is plenty of space for students to walk, play sport 
and enjoy the grounds. There are facilities to play basketball, volleyball 
and football, as well as outdoor all-weather pingpong tables.

“Although we don’t live at home, it really 
does feel like a family. The boarding 
staff welcome us with open arms and are 
always there when we need them.”
Ewan Kingdon



Goldrood House

Goldrood is an historic, Grade 2 listed Georgian 
house, which has both shared and individual 
rooms for boys only. The house mistress is 
resident, along with several boarding tutors. 

Facilities at Goldrood House:

• Wi-fi
• Study room with PCs and Apple Mac computers
•  Laundry room with washing machines, dryers 

and ironing facilities 
• Games room with X-box, Wii and Play Station 

machines. Pool, ping-pong and air hockey.
• Kitchen with fridge, freezer, cooking and drink 

making facilities
• Filtered water machines
• Drinks vending machine
• Practise facilities for piano and other musical 

instruments
• TV room 

The Mews

The Mews offers mostly single, university-style 
accommodation, with separate areas for boys 
and girls. There is accommodation for resident  
boarding staff, including the house mistress and 
head of boarding.

Facilities at the Mews:

• Wi-fi
• Study room with PCs 
• Common room with sofas for relaxing and 

socialising
•  Games room with Wii, X-box and PlayStation 

machines, a pool table and table football table
• Fully-equipped kitchen (with cooker, oven, 

fridge, freezer, dish washer) which students can 
book out for communal cooking with friends

• TV room 
• Filtered water machines 
• Drinks vending machine
• Facilities to practise piano
• Laundry room with washing machines and a 

dryer
       

Activities

The school maintains a full  programme of 
activities each weekend, as well as offering free 
time for students to relax, socialise or  
concentrate on academic work. 

Activities include:

• Cooking and baking
• Sport e.g. cycling, basketball, swimming, tennis
• Visits to cultural places e.g. punting and 

museums in Cambridge
• Visits to amusement parks  e.g. Harry Potter 

World
• Events to celebrate cultural and religious 

traditions
• Paint balling
• Go-karting
• Spa nights
• Cinema
• Theatre
• Shopping

17

All entrances are secure and doors to boarding  
accommodation are controlled by programmed swipe cards.



International form  
and year equivalents
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Age UK Year Group Kazakhstan Hong Kong Nigeria Bulgaria Belgium Greece Brazil China Germany Spain Russia Switzerland France Georgia Turkey Mexico

11 - 12 7 Form 5 Form 1 JSS 1 6 6th primaire 6th Yr primary 6 Year 1 Middle 6 6th Primaria 5 7 Sixieme 6 5 6th Yr primary

12 - 13 8 Form 6 Form 2 JSS 2 7 1st bumanite 1st Yr jnr high 7 Year 2 Middle 7 1st ESO 6 8 Cinquieme 7 6 1st Yr jnr high

13 - 14 9 Form 7 Form 3 JSS 3 8 2nd bumanite 2nd Yr jnr high 8 Year 3 Middle 8 2nd ESO 7 9 Quatrieme 8 7 2nd Yr jnr high

14 - 15 10 Form 8 Form 4 SSS 1 9 3rd bumanite 3rd Yr jnr high 9 Year 1 High 9 3rd ESO 8 10 Troisieme 9 8 3rd Yr jnr high

15 - 16 11 Form 9 Form 5 SSS 2 10 4th bumanite 1st Yr high 1st Yr high Year 2 High 10 4th ESO 9 11 Seconde 10 9 1st Yr high

16 - 17 12 Lower Sixth Form 10 Form 6 SSS 3 11 5th bumanite 2nd Yr high 2nd Yr high Year 3 High 11 1st BAT 10 12 Premiere 11 10 2nd Yr high

17 - 18 13 Upper Sixth Form 11 Form 7 U Graduate Yr1 12 rhetorique 3rd Yr high 3rd Yr high 12 2nd BAT 11 13 Terminale 12 11 and 12 3rd Yr high

“The best thing about boarding is making 
close friendships that last.”
Josh Apple

“The College communicates effectively 
with the boarders’ parents.”
Independent Schools Inspectorate Report 2013
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Overseas students are expected to be at 
least CEF Level B2/IELTS Level 4.0 in 
order to commence A Level study. 

English language proficiency is assessed 
at interview and through an English 
Language task.

Age UK Year Group Kazakhstan Hong Kong Nigeria Bulgaria Belgium Greece Brazil China Germany Spain Russia Switzerland France Georgia Turkey Mexico

11 - 12 7 Form 5 Form 1 JSS 1 6 6th primaire 6th Yr primary 6 Year 1 Middle 6 6th Primaria 5 7 Sixieme 6 5 6th Yr primary

12 - 13 8 Form 6 Form 2 JSS 2 7 1st bumanite 1st Yr jnr high 7 Year 2 Middle 7 1st ESO 6 8 Cinquieme 7 6 1st Yr jnr high

13 - 14 9 Form 7 Form 3 JSS 3 8 2nd bumanite 2nd Yr jnr high 8 Year 3 Middle 8 2nd ESO 7 9 Quatrieme 8 7 2nd Yr jnr high

14 - 15 10 Form 8 Form 4 SSS 1 9 3rd bumanite 3rd Yr jnr high 9 Year 1 High 9 3rd ESO 8 10 Troisieme 9 8 3rd Yr jnr high

15 - 16 11 Form 9 Form 5 SSS 2 10 4th bumanite 1st Yr high 1st Yr high Year 2 High 10 4th ESO 9 11 Seconde 10 9 1st Yr high

16 - 17 12 Lower Sixth Form 10 Form 6 SSS 3 11 5th bumanite 2nd Yr high 2nd Yr high Year 3 High 11 1st BAT 10 12 Premiere 11 10 2nd Yr high

17 - 18 13 Upper Sixth Form 11 Form 7 U Graduate Yr1 12 rhetorique 3rd Yr high 3rd Yr high 12 2nd BAT 11 13 Terminale 12 11 and 12 3rd Yr high

CEF
Common European

Framework

Cambridge Exams TOEIC TOEFL  iBT
Main Suite BULATS IELTS

A1 Breakthrough

A2 Waystage

B1 Threshold

B2 Vantage

   

C2 Mastery

English Language Levels

C1 Effective Operational
Proficiency

0 - 1.5

2 - 2.5

3 - 3.5

4 - 4.5

5 - 5.5

6 - 7

7+

10 - 250

250 - 350

350 - 550

550 - 750

750 - 880

880 - 950

950+

0 - 18

19 - 29

30 - 40

41 - 57

58 - 74

75 - 89

90+

KET
Key English Test

PET
Preliminary English Test

FCE
First Cert English

CAE
Cert in Adv English

CPE
Cert of Proficiency  

in English

ALTE
Level 1

ALTE
Level 2

ALTE
Level 3

ALTE
Level 4

ALTE
Level 5
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Applying to  
St Joseph’s College  

You will be asked to complete a registration form, which you  
must return to the College.  

Your child will be invited to an interview, either in person or via Skype 
teleconference, and to complete an online entrance assessment.

If both interview and assessment are successful, an offer of  
a place will be made.

On receipt of your deposit fee, if applicable, the College will issue  
a CAS (Certificate of Acceptance to Study) to students who  
need a visa to study in the UK.

We will also send a welcome pack and confirm the 

student’s arrival details.

To apply for a place at St Joseph’s College  
please write or telephone in the first instance.
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“You’re living with your friends, which 
makes it feel like a family. The staff help 
to make you feel very welcome and safe, 
making boarding more enjoyable.”
Ash Clark

“Overseas boarders are well supported 
by liaison staff, particularly during the 
effective induction period.”
Independent Schools Inspectorate Report 2013



“We have dedicated 
places to relax or 
have fun and places 
to study quietly. 
This contributes to 
achieving good  
grades in school”
Naomi Vunabandi

“St Joseph’s College 
will always be my 
family in England.”
Basil Lam

“The quality of 
boarding education 
is excellent.”
Independent Schools Inspectorate 
Report 2013

22
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Fees and payment
Fees are paid each term, in advance.  
Please see the College website www.stjos.co.uk  
for current fee information.

Contact
Telephone:  +44 (0) 1473 690281

Website:  www.stjos.co.uk

Overseas Liaison
Officer (Asia):  a.lee@stjos.co.uk

Director of Student 
Recruitment: m.patterson@stjos.co.uk

(Russia, Europe, Africa, Middle East, USA)   
  
Admissions:   admissions@stjos.co.uk 

Boarding:  g.rowlands@stjos.co.uk

Fees include the following:

• Termly travel to and from airport on the 
correct day of departure, if arranged by 
the College 

• Breakfast, lunch, dinner and snacks –  
7 days a week

• New bedding on arrival 
• All laundry of clothes, towels  

and bedding
• EAL lessons Year 9-13
• All academic lessons
• All textbooks in Years 7-11
• Registration with a local doctor and 

dentist
•  Care and medication from the  

College Nurse



www.stjos.co.uk
St Joseph’s College, Belstead Road, Ipswich IP2 9DR
Tel: 01473 690281  Email: admissions@stjos.co.uk
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