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“Joining the Sixth Form 
here was the best decision 
I think I have ever made. 
I am so much happier, 
more secure and content 
since being here. You never 
feel alone; there is always 
somebody looking out for 
you to make sure you are 
being the best you can be. 
It’s actually an honour to be 
a part of the College.”
Lauren Garnham (U6)

“My time at St Jo’s Sixth Form was nothing 
short of perfect. It helped me grow as a person, 
it allowed me to get fantastic grades and I 
formed memories and friendships that really 
will last for life.”
Laura Brame (2013)
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“St Jo’s knows how to encourage 
students, how to make them 
feel valued, free and supported. 
This helps you to believe in 
yourself and discover talents 
and abilities you didn’t even 
know you had.”
Naomi Vunabandi (2016)

“My Sixth Form 
experience has 
been unique, 
remarkable and 
memorable.”
Pedro Costa Coutinho (2016)

“The ethos of the 
College will stay 
with me forever.” 
Chad Griffiths (2016)



“Essentially, the Sixth Form is a basis for a 
further education, but deeper than that it 
provides an environment that prepares us for the 
next step, whether that’s university or the world 
of work.”
Nat Abery (2016)
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When I joined St Joseph’s College I was struck by the incredibly warm, caring 
and nurturing atmosphere that is so pervasive here. Asked why they chose 
St Joseph’s, current Sixth Formers often respond by explaining that for them 
the College and Sixth Form feels like a big ‘family’. It is something which has 
been fully ingrained in the Sixth Form both in our pastoral care and curriculum: 
everything we do is shaped by the St Joseph’s ethos, that all our young people 
are unique, valued equally and capable of achieving success in their own terms. 

To this end we have developed a Level 3 curriculum which allows students of 
varying abilities to succeed and realise their aspirations. From a student’s first 
days in Sixth Form, our Futures Coordinator will be helping each young adult to 
build a tailored personal development plan.  

We count as our successes young men and women who are well rounded, 
self-reliant and confident individuals who can present themselves well to both 
a university and a prospective employer. As part of a wider 3 to 18 College, our 
Sixth Formers have abundant leadership opportunities and are frequently to be 
found coaching sports in lower school, assisting teachers as subject ambassadors 
in classes and presenting assemblies. 

Above all, we are guided daily by the belief that Sixth Form needs to be a 
stretching, stimulating and fun environment where all students can thrive.

Sacha Cinnamond 
Head of Sixth From and Progression
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All our young 
people are unique, 
valued equally.



The Sixth Form is a 
continuation of study but 
is also a new experience. 
Unlike senior school, Sixth Form allows students greater freedom to choose 
their subjects for in-depth study, and more flexibility in how they use their time.

It’s also a smaller, close-knit community. Around 150 students choose to 
join the Sixth Form; many progress from the senior school, but a good
number come from outside. It makes up an interesting group which is
the stronger for its diversity.

St Joseph’s is famous for the strength of its community and if anything, among
Sixth Formers, that community spirit is at its strongest. Students have the 
support and belief of staff to achieve and the encouragement of their friends. 
Both are vital, building confidence and the ability to perform to their best  
when it counts.
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“Being here has given me the 
confidence and social skills to go 
out into the world and make a 
difference.” 
Kyra Stone (U6)



“I’ve learnt about leadership 
and teamwork here, which 
I can easily transfer to my 
future career.” 
Ben Warner (2010)
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The focus for all 
students is naturally 
qualifications, but  
at St Jo’s we prepare  
you for so much more  
than that.
To make the leap from school to the adult world of university or work means acquiring 
a broader range of life skills. We encourage students to take responsibility for their 
own success – learning how to be self-reliant and resourceful as well as supportive of 
others. We nurture a team spirit through the community of the Sixth Form, sharing the 
experience of study, recreation and performance, as well as a vibrant social life.

The new Sixth Form centre is the bricks and mortar embodiment of the idea of preparing 
for the future. Designed to emphasise the combination of independent study, recreation 
and community that St Joseph’s is known for, the centre supports each student’s 
achievement as well as their transition to university or a future career.
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“As Sixth Formers we have 
certain freedoms. These are really 
important as they show us trust 
and inspire independence.” 
Rosie Bennett (U6)
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“The support network (I gained)  
both from teachers and students –  
as well as the countless opportunities 
provided – helped me on my journey.”
Adelaide Zampi (2016)



St Joseph’s is a full-time 
experience, stretching 
you beyond academic 
study, opening up more 
opportunities, uncovering 
hidden talent.
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“I’ve been given every 
opportunity to discover 
what I’m interested 
in. I feel confident in 
choosing a career path.”
Pedro Costa Coutinho (2016)

“You’ve got to get 
stuck in. It’s not a 
nine-to-five story.”
Josh Apple (2016)



We offer a range 
of qualifications 
designed to best 
suit progression to 
Higher Education 
or work. 
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Students are supported well through high-quality teaching which demands 
from them a higher level of independence, initiative, enquiry, analysis, 
synthesis and critical thinking – all the skills necessary for study at university 
and in employment.  

At St Joseph’s we recognise that there is more than one route to university 
and a career and have introduced a range of BTEC qualifications. BTECs have 
a vocational emphasis which is attractive to employers. The qualification also 
attracts UCAS points which give access to many universities, including those 
well established and regarded.  

Of course for many students A Levels still offer the best route through to 
Higher Education and the list opposite shows all the courses St Joseph’s 
offers. Where possible we tailor our curriculum to meet the demands of each 
student. Whatever route you choose at St Joseph’s, you can be assured of a 
collaborative and supportive environment, working alongside staff committed 
to helping you move towards your goals.
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A Level subjects

Art
Biology
Business
Chemistry
Drama
English Literature
Economics
French
Geography
History
Mathematics
Further Mathematics
Music
Product Design
Photography
Physics
Psychology
Spanish
Sociology
We also offer the Extended Project Qualification  

Level 3 (A level equivalent) Cambridge Technical 
and BTEC qualifications

Applied Science
Business Studies
Creative Media
Information and Communication Technology
Sports Studies

“Achievement at the 
school is of a really high 
standard. Staff nurture 
you; my experience has 
been outstanding.”
Lauren Garnham (U6)

“The amount of  
one-to-one support  
you receive from 
teachers is incredible.”
Ben Warner (2010)
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Matt Henry   
New Zealand National Team  
and Canterbury Cricket Club 
I came to St Joseph’s from New Zealand. I immediately loved the 
community feeling and how I was welcomed and made to feel at home.

Establishing a career in cricket meant I missed school hours, but 
teachers gave up their time to support me. Everyone just wanted to see 
me fulfil my potential.

Sixth Form didn’t just galvanise my sporting and academic side. My 
ideas and beliefs were constantly challenged, which helped to shape 
me as a confident young man.

I made memories and friends for life. It’s a wonderful place to be 
educated and I will always be indebted to the staff and pupils for 
helping start me on my life journey.

Success is always 
celebrated and 
shared. From 
‘Old Birkfeldians’ 
to the hopes and 
dreams of those 
yet to start their 
journey, we want 
everyone who 
leaves the doors  
of St Joseph’s to be 
the best that they 
can be.

Lewis Ludlum 

Northampton Saints Rugby Club 
What I enjoyed most about St Joseph’s Sixth Form was the sense of family. 
It was incredible being around so many people who genuinely wanted me 
to succeed. 

The experience helped me to become a well-rounded person. I was 
continually pushing myself out of my comfort zone – taking part in the 
school musical, debates, public speaking and poetry reading. 

Sporting excellence at the College speaks for itself. Throughout my school 
years I was exposed to some of the best coaches I’ve worked with and built 
amazing bonds with all the players around me.

The support St Joseph’s College gives is second to none.
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And you may  
have heard of...
Richard Ayoade 
Actor, writer, TV 
presenter and director. 
Best known for his role as 
Maurice Moss in The IT 
Crowd.

Dominick Chilcott CMG   
Member of the Diplomatic 
Service – currently 
serving in Dublin, 
formerly in Tehran and 
Sri Lanka. 

Matt Hunn  
Professional cricketer 
with Kent; took five 
wickets against the 
Aussies in the final Ashes 
2015 warm up.

John McDonnell   
Labour Member of 
Parliament for Hayes and 
Harlington since 1997 
and Shadow Chancellor of 
the Exchequer from 2015. 

Chris Mullen  
Former Labour MP and 
one time Minister in Tony 
Blair’s Cabinet.

Ellie Pniok
Country Commercial 
Manager of IKEA Food, 
United Kingdom. 

Jack Richards
Youngest serving officer 
in the Royal Marines.

Louise Rickard  
Played rugby for Wales. 
Currently playing touch 
rugby for England – as 
well as being Head of 
Science at Woodbridge 
School. 

Brian Tooke CBE   
A local Tory grandee, 
magistrate and 
entrepreneur.



www.stjos.co.uk
St Joseph’s College, Belstead Road, Ipswich, IP2 9DR
Tel: 01473 690281  Email: Admissions@stjos.co.uk


