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Headmaster’s
WELCOME
It is a pleasure for Caroline and me to welcome

quick access to M1, M40 and rail connections

you to Swanbourne House. We hope that this

to London. We encourage an outdoor lifestyle;

prospectus will give you a sense of the spirit of

children play freely in the woods and the

the school and encourage you to pay a visit.

opportunity to explore and to discover is at

Swanbourne House has been preparing children
for entry to the top public schools since 1920.
Originally a boys’ boarding school, we have
been a co-educational day and boarding school

the heart of Swanbourne life. The school site
is equipped with first rate facilities which
enhance the academic, sporting and extracurricular provision.

for nearly forty years. Our links with senior girls

This is a happy school where the children’s

and boys schools locally and nationally remain

confidence in themselves within the community

a key part of the school’s attraction to parents

is the foundation of their progress in the

– Swanbourne House will prepare your child for

classroom and activities beyond. We want to see

entry to the senior school most suitable for them.

each child flourish as an individual with their own

The school is located in 45 acres of beautiful
wooded estate with very good links to

character and talents developed to the full.
We look forward to welcoming you here.

Buckingham, Aylesbury and Milton Keynes and

Simon Hitchings, Headmaster
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Life at
Swanbourne
There is a strong sense of family underpinning school life at Swanbourne
House. Parents and teachers work together for the development of the children
under the leadership of the Headmaster and his wife. Pastoral care and the
happiness of each child are at the forefront of all that the school stands for.
We teach children how to live in a community, considering each other’s needs
and adopting attitudes of tolerance and support.
The children develop self-confidence and learn to study independently. They have
a lively interest in their academic subjects and activities beyond the school. They
are courteous, caring and responsive. More than that, they are young people with
a strong moral framework who have begun to understand Christian teaching, love,
forgiveness and concern for others.
The school is passionate about the sort of education that helps pupils make a
difference in the modern world, so in addition to the main academic work, we
teach pupils how to work together in groups and how to revise. Pupils receive
training in leadership; there is a programme of international education where
children learn about the culture, needs and etiquettes of many nations, and also
of environmental education with practical opportunities throughout our lovely
school grounds, especially within the greenhouses.
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In the Prep School, our vision is

they are comfortable to engage in

that participation is as important as

conversation, to take the opportunities

competition; so every child gets on

that their senior schools provide or

stage through singing or drama or

those that life has given them. We set

house competitions and every child

great store on the happy and fulfilled

is coached by a sports specialist.

education that they had throughout

Personal confidence is built as each

their time at Swanbourne House.

child takes part.

Boarding

The Swanbourne House family ethos

It is very important to us that our

extends beyond the time spent at

classes are small to enable our

school and we are keen to keep in

The Main House contains the dormitories and common rooms for up to

committed and dedicated staff to

touch with those who have been part

70 boarders. There is a strong core of full boarders who are resident over

know each child individually, allowing

of the Swanbourne family. All past

the weekend and weekly boarders who go home at the end of school on

them to support and plan for

pupils, parents and staff are invited to

Saturday. In addition regular flexi-boarding of one to four nights a week

every personality to reach for their

become members of the Swanbourne

and occasional single night flexi-boarding are made good use of by day

fullest potential.

Society so that they are kept in touch

pupils. Boarding is open to all children in the Prep School.

Staff who meet pupils after they
have left us find the young people
they have become are open, friendly

with each other through news from
the school and events organised to

Boarding at Swanbourne House is fun! The children have a clear routine,

bring them together.

but plenty of freedom in the choice of activities and in the use of the school
grounds. At weekends the boarders have trips out and join family services

and confident. As young people,

at the local parish church.
The Boarding House is a welcoming and homely environment to which
the children can bring their own personal touches. The Main House was

The children develop self-confidence and
learn to study independently. They have
a lively interest in their academic subjects
and interests beyond the school
6

originally built as a family home and it lends itself naturally to the style of
family boarding that is experienced by the children here. There are resident

Boarding at Swanbourne House is fun!
The children have a clear routine, but
plenty of freedom in the choice of activities

Houseparents on each floor as well as junior staff who sleep in. In addition
there are numerous staff who live in school accommodation within the village
and who assist with boarding life in the evenings and at weekends.
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NURSERY
& PRE-PREP
The Pre-Prep and Nursery are housed in and around
the Manor House, a converted Elizabethan building
next to the main drive. Nursery children can join
in the term in which they turn three, and there is a
natural transition through the Pre-Prep into the Prep
at the age of seven.
In their first years at Swanbourne House the children
acquire the basic building-blocks of literacy and
numeracy while also learning the essential social
skills of playing and working together. Alongside the
core skills of reading, writing and maths, horizons are
broadened as the children explore topics in science
and the humanities. Games, dance, swimming and
ICT are taught in the outstanding facilities shared by
the whole school. The curriculum is planned in order
to provide a smooth transfer to the Prep and all
pupils use the wider school facilities.
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Children acquire the basic buildingblocks of literacy and numeracy while
also learning the essential social skills
of playing and working together.

Nestled within the school woods are two special Forest School
areas, each kept separate for the Pre-Prep children to explore. In
small groups, with a high ratio of unobtrusive adult supervision,
children are free to immerse themselves in this natural playground
over an extended period of time. The children take ownership of
their Forest School environment, understand the way nature works
over the seasons and foster an appreciation for the natural world.
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Academic
Excellence
Swanbourne House is a non-selective

progress as effectively as possible.

school and yet our pupils achieve great

Each child’s performance is reviewed

academic success. The teachers seek to

regularly, and their best efforts

challenge and develop our children in

celebrated through progress reports

a way that responds to their individual

and discussion with their form tutor.

needs, helps them to explore their

The school is careful to track the

talents and to move towards their

progress of every child through Preps,

fullest potential.

standardised assessments and, in the

Classes are small, enabling genuinely

Prep, our own school exams.

individual attention. Setting is introduced

Maths, English, French and science are

for maths in the last year of the Pre-

the core subjects in the Prep.

Prep and for other core subjects in

The academic programme is rigorous

the Prep, and in the last two years we

and features reading targets, spelling

identify potential academic scholars

tests, maths tests, science tests and

who are streamed for preparation to the

study skills for senior pupils. Other

appropriate level.

subjects in our broad curriculum include

The school’s aim is to identify where
children are in their understanding,
knowledge and skills, then to help them

history, geography, religious studies,
Latin (from Year 5), drama, design
technology, music, art, and PHSE.
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Subject specialists lead each of these

one-to-one sessions and through co-

departments and as pupils move through

ordination with the classroom teachers.

the Prep they will increasingly be taught

We are highly successful in raising

by specialists in each academic area.

children’s self-esteem and integrating

The school is very well-equipped with
two Science Labs, a Design Technology

prep school.

centre and two ICT suites. IT is used

In the last two years of the school, the

throughout the curriculum to support

focus turns to preparation for

the teaching and enhance the children’s

the move to senior schools. Most

learning: in addition to the suites of PCs,

of the children sit Common Entrance

class sets of laptops and tablets are

or Scholarship examinations to well-

available for the teachers to book for

known Public Schools or take senior

their classes.

schools’ own entrance tests. The

We have a Learning Support department
of experienced teachers, who are
qualified to teach children with specific
learning difficulties. This enables the
school to offer provision for pupils with a
wide variety of needs and organisational
difficulties. The department addresses
each child’s particular needs through

“The quality of the pupils’
achievements and learning
is excellent.”

them within the life of a mainstream

school has strong connections with
schools locally and nationally and the
Headmaster and senior staff will be able
to advise parents on the school which
might be suitable for their child.
The record of Common Entrance
success and Academic Scholarship
awards is exceptional.

The school’s aim is to identify where
children are in their understanding,
knowledge and skills, then to help them
progress as effectively as possible

ISI 2013
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Performing
and Creative
Arts
In the curriculum and beyond, the performing and creative
arts have a great role to play in education at Swanbourne
House. From the earliest years music has a place in the
classroom and the children are given opportunities to
perform in plays from the Pre-Prep upwards. Music, drama
and art enhance every child’s learning and help to develop
confidence in self-expression.
The Bridget More Hall and the Chapel provide excellent
venues for musical and dramatic performances. Every term
there are plays so that throughout the year all children
will have had opportunity to perform on stage in front of
their peers and parents. From the Pre-Prep Nativity, to the
Senior Production with its fully-fledged lighting and sound
crews, there is ambition and excitement in Swanbourne
House shows.
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Sports and
Activities
Every child has potential in different areas; we seek
to give Swanbourne pupils the opportunity to explore
a large number of activities so that they can discover
their individual talents.
One-to-one or small group lessons in preparation for LAMDA acting and
recitation exams and for the English Public Speaking Board are also available.

Music, drama and art enhance every
child’s learning and help to develop
confidence in self-expression

Sport is an important part of Swanbourne school life with
PE in the curriculum and Games each day in the Prep.
The school has playing fields next to the drive (The

A wide variety of music groups, choral and instrumental, meet each week

Paddock) and on the Bottom Pitches; there are two

and perform in school and in concerts further afield. Visiting music teachers

astroturfs for hockey, netball and tennis; a large Sports

provide one-to-one lessons in instruments ranging from piano to harp

Hall is the venue for gymnastics, indoor cricket nets and

and trombone. Most Swanbourne House pupils study at least one musical

other activities; the indoor swimming pool is used in the

instrument and many take theory of music exams as well to develop their

curriculum and for free swims; there is a Studio for dance

musical understanding further.

and we have our own shooting range and a six-hole

Dance classes are run as an optional activity from the Pre-Prep onwards,
and dance routines are often incorporated in school shows.

golf course. Boys play rugby, football, cricket and some
hockey; girls play netball, hockey, rounders and lacrosse.
Fixtures against other schools and tournaments are a
regular feature of Wednesday and Saturday afternoons.
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High quality coaches are provided

The school understands that

for pupils of all abilities from Pre-

an important part of personal

Prep upwards, and there are also

development comes from learning to

opportunities for individual coaching

work as part of team with peers, as

in sports like tennis, shooting and golf.

well as having an interest in activities

Squash, dance, table tennis, basketball,

outside of the classroom. We therefore

judo and cross-country are also

offer a large number of extra-curricular

offered. There is a clear philosophy of

activities to the children. These are

sport for all combined with ambition

plentiful and varied, giving each child

and success for the top teams.

the opportunity to participate in

The school has an enviable record

something they enjoy.

of pupils achieving representative
honours at county and national level.
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Leadership,
Character
and Confidence
Developing leadership potential and the establishing of personal
confidence is a key part of having a broader education. Pastoral care is
centred on the Form Tutor, but is supported by regular meetings of staff to
focus on particular year groups. The children at this school are fortunate to
have access to excellent leadership experience from within the staff body,
many of whom bring their personal knowledge to the Leadership Training
days, as well as their daily support of the children.
With a co-ordinated programme of Leadership Days, House Leadership
Competitions, every pupil in the Top Year participating in once-a-week duty,
School Council representatives, as well as form and sports team captaincy,
our young leaders take responsibility in many areas around the School. The
children have opportunities to experience the excellent quality of leadership
training available and to practise it.

“I always like having a Swanbourne child in
the House because I can rely on them to set
the standard for the others.”

Underscoring all this is the School and Boarding House pastoral prefect
system, which is developed in consultation with the pupils, and is where the
children are expected to lead younger children and their peers.

Senior School Housemaster
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Contact us
01296 720264
office@swanbourne.org
www.swanbourne.org
Swanbourne, Milton Keynes, Buckinghamshire, MK17 0HZ
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Come and visit; you can be assured of a warm welcome

01296 720264 | office@swanbourne.org | www.swanbourne.org
Swanbourne, Milton Keynes, Buckinghamshire, MK17 0HZ

